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? LOVED IN CHRIST, 


rH E PARISHIONERS 

OF SAINT OLAVES IN 

Southwarke, IAMES BamroRD wi- 
Seth increaſe of Grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Samo rt 


Jeſus 4 brit. 


lis written in in the 33. 
& of Ezechiel: That, if. 
© the people of theland 
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AV take a man of their 
| SAR coaſts, and make him 
; their watchman, if when he feerh 
the ſword come vpon the land, he 
blow the trumpet, and warne the 
cople : then he that heareth the 
IP of the trumpet and will not 
be warned, if the ſword come and 
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tale bim away, his bloud ſhall be v- 


not the trumpet, and the people be 
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pon his owne head. But if the watch - 
man ſee the ſword come; and blow 


not warned, if the ſword come, and 
take any perſon from among them, 
he is taken away for his iniquity, but 
his bloud will I require (faith the 
Lord) at the watchmans hand. So 
you (my beloued) haue choſen 
me to be your watchman. There- 
fore it concerneth me to giue, and 
you to take warning of mortall 
danger, as we wil be free from bloud- 
guiltineffe. But J haue publickly gi- 
uen you warning of that bloudy er- 
rour, which denieth the Peſtilence 
to be contagious: maintained, not 
onely by the rude multitude, but by 
too many of the better ſort; you are 
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therefore to take warning. That ye 
may the rather take heed to the ſiluer 
trumpet, which hath ſoũded in your 
cares, I have thought it neceſſary W 4 
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Devrcaroxts.. 
ſet downe in writing all that J haue 
publickly taught, together with 
wharſocuer elſe, I pcrceiue , by pri- 
uate conference to be appertaining 
to that queſtion , that yee may take 
time, better to conſider that which 
is either miſunderſtood, or not well 
remembred, becauſe it was but once 
delivered, and the common fort are 
not acquainted with ,and therefore 
hardly capeable of Scholaſticall diſ- 
putations. And yet I endeuoured 
to ſpeake as plaine asI could . But 
now Ihaue contriued al in the forme 
ofa Dialogue, which is a more fami- 
liar maner of teaching; hoping that 
now yee will more readily both 
perceiue, and receiue the truth here- 


in contained. I humbly and earneſtly 


deſire you(at your leiſure)diligently 
to examine the quotations : but 
firſt to reade ouer the Dialogue it 
ſelfe. If any deſire a more learned diſ- 
courſe, I referre them 1 that worthy 
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Treatiſe written by that reuerend fa- 
ther (the light of our age) Maiſter 
Bexa, and tranſlated by that faithful 
and profitable ſeruant of Chriſt, 
Maiſter Stoctwood. Furthermore, as 
I deſire you to reade this Dialogue 
with good reſpect: ſo I pray you 
do not thinke, that J haue any pur- 
poſe to traduce you as maintainers 
of errour, and gainſayets of your 
teacher. For howſoeuer (indeed) I 
was occaſioned by that I ſaw and 
heard amongſt our ſelues, to preach 
this doctrine, and haue committed 
it to writing for your ſpeciall good, 
yet knowing that bloudy errour 
(which I impugne) to be common- 
ly maintained in London, I thought 
it conuenient to publiſh this Dia- 


logue in print, for a more general 


good. As for your ſelues, I am ſo far 
from traducing you, that I do (with 
ioyfull thankes to God the father, in 
the name of Ieſus Chriſt ) giue you 


this 
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DRDICATO RITA. 
I this teſtimony;that notwithſtanding 


* the judgement of ſome be not wel 


informed in this point, yet I haue 
much comfort in my Miniſtery a- 


mongſt you: for in ſundry things ye 


ſhew the obediẽce of faith. Amongſt 


the reſt, ye attend the Sacrament of 


| Baptiſme,from which in moſt places 


people runne away molt contemp- 


| tuouſly; Ve frequent Friday Lecture 


as diligently (euer ſince the Plague 
was kindled ) as in winter nights : 
wheras many in & about Lond are 


winter hearers, attending the word 


when they haue nothing ele to do: 
and ye fill Gods houſe vp6 the daies 
of humiliation, & holy reſt, notwith- 
ſtanding there haue died in our pa- 
riſh from the 7. of May to this day 
2640. Wheras before the Plague our 
Church was partly filled by ſtrãgers, 


both on Sondayes & Fridayes Theſe 


things I take knowledge of, as to ſig- 
nike, that in this Dialogue I do not 
A 4 
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taxe you, orany of you , more than 


other, ſo, to incourage you to go for- 


ward (& not backward)in your holy 
profeſſion, ſeruing God, and ſancti- 
fying his Sabboths as religiouſly * 
hereafter, as ye do now while God is 
preſent with you in this his grieuous 
viſitation. For it is agood thing(faith * 
one Apoſtle) to loue earneſtly al- 
wayes in a good thing: And it is bet? 
ter (ſaith another Apoſtle ) for you 
not to haue taken the way of righte- 
ouſnes, than after ye haue taken it to 
forſake it. Therfore (good brethren) 
take heed that ye coole not in your 
deuotion, becauſe thenumberofthe 
buried in our pariſh is fallen (bleſſed 
be God)fro 305.to51. inoneweeke, 
and from 57. to 4. buried in one day. 
Shall our loue coole, whẽ Gods loue 


i kindled? God forbid. O remember 


* that when Moſes lifted vp his hands, 


Iſrael preuailed : but when his hands 
were heauy Amalech preuailed. And 
when 
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I whenit ſhall pleaſe God to remoue 


this heauy judgement, let vs neuer 
forget this viſitation, according to the 
doctrine we haue learned out of the 
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title of the 38. Pſal. Let vs not turne ul 


backe like a deceitfull bow, and let vs 35.36.37. 


fin no more, leſt a worſe euill come 
vnto vs, according to the ſaying of 
Cbriſt himſelfe to a man delivered 
from a grieuous diſeaſe. Conceiuing 
good hope that yee will hide the 
words of exhortation in honeſt and 
good harts to bring forth fruite with 
patience, I commend me to your fa- 
uour, my Dialogue to your reading, 
and your ſelues to God, and to the 
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build further. From my ſtudy this 
13.0f October. 1603. 


Yours in the Lord aſſured 
and readie to do all the 


1 ſeruice he may, 
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word of his grace, which is able to 
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The Contents of this Dialogue. 


I HE occaſion of this Dialogue , and 
chiefe points to be diſcuſſe d. page 2. 
2 People muſt heare well,before they pre- 


ſume to iudge their teachers. pag. 2, 3, 4. 


3 Hagiſtrates may and ought to ſeuer 
the ſound from: the infetted, and the infected 
fromthe ſound. pag.5,6,7,8. 

4 How the poore infected may go abroad 
for neceſſarie reliefe , which othermiſe they 
ſhould want. pag.g. 

5 The infected who want no neceſſarie 
releefe ſbould keepe in, and they, withall ſup- 
poſedito come about them, are to forbeare the 
Cburch for a while, pag. 1 0, 11, 12,13. 

6 The Plague may be in 4 garment. pag. 
13,14, 15. 

7 The Plague may be taken by feare, 
whereof we are therefore to take heede. pap. 
I5,16,17. 

8 How Aliniſters are to viſite the ſicke. 
18,19, 20, 21,22, 23,24. 

9 How the ficke are to be viſited by other. 
P4g-24,25,26,27,28 - 


10 The 
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The Contents. 
10 The ſfiche of the plagne are not to di- 
17 re the vnneceſſury preſence of their friends. 
pag. 28, 29,30. 
p 11 Thronging at the burying of the in- 
* fefted,is to be taken heed of. pag. 2 1, 2, 33. 
12 The law of Lepers pronerh ſedaration 
betmeene the ſound and the infected. pag. 3, 
> 34335570337. 
* 13 Great care ts tobe had of that bloxdy 
errour , which demeth the Plague to be con- 
tagious. pag. 38, 39,40. 
14 The true cauſe and effeits of inordi- 


nate feare. pag 41, 42, 43. 
15 Magiſtrates are to be reſident. pag. 


3,440 
f 16 The eſcaping of ſome conuerſamt with 
the infected, is not a good argument againſt 
the infection. pag.44-.to 59. 
17 Cauſes why ſome eſcape, though con- 
uerſant with the infected. pag. 49. to 54. 
18 An abſolute faith touching deliue- 
rance from the Plague, is not required, pag. 
347 57. 
* 19 ß, godliy men die of the Plague. pa. 
5,58, 59. 
20 The Plague is contagious , notwith- 


(ianaing there die none but by the ſpecial ap- 
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pointmeot of God. pag-5 9, to 69. 


21 Who may ſhe into the country from the 
Plague, and with what cautiont. p. 70. to 74. 


22 Gods people are to come to 4 hurc h. not- 
withſtanding the plagues contagion. pag. 75, 
76, 77. 

23 The Plague is contagious, though the 
Scripture doth not expreſly arme ſo much. 
N. 78. | 

24 The comagion of the plague may be 
concluded ont of the word. pag. 79. 8o. 

25 The vſe which is to be made of this 
Dialogue. pages 1,32, ä 
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A ſhort Dialogue con- 
cerning the Plagues 


infection. 


P rofeſſor. 
IR, I make bold to trouble 


vou, and to defire your reſo- 
Elution in a point where with I 
A finde the minds of manic ho- 
Fncſt men (better acquainted with the 
Scriptures than Jam) much cumbred and 
perplexed: I cannot be quiet till I be re- 
ſolued; therefore pardon my boldneſſe I 
pray you. 

Preacher. Neighbour, pou are very 
welcome: foz J take you to be of that 
Diſcretion, that you will not (as mame 
do) trouble pour ſelfe and others with 
*friuotous, oꝛ curious queſtions. And 
ftherekoꝛe if J wore as able as willing, 
vou ſhould not go _ vnreſolued: 
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2 A ſhort Dialogue concerning 9 
but ycu ſhall haue mine opinion with 
all faithfulneſſe, and then iudge therof ? 
in the ſobzietie of wiſedome. Tell me 
then: Mhat is the matter? 1 
Prof. May it pleaſe you: We heare 
your ſelfe, and other faithfull Preachers 
in this Citie, reproue ſuch as ( forthe cõ- 
fort of their BY come to Church, ei- 
ther with plague ſores, or out of infected 
houſes, As alſo thoſe, that of charitie vi- 
ſite ſuch as haue the — and accom- 


pame the diſeaſed of that diſeaſe, vnto 


the graue. In all which duties we thinke 
(with your fauor ) that Preachers ſnould 
rather incourage then diſcourage vs. 
Now becauſe I am vnder your miniſte- 
ric, and you haue publikely willed vs to 
reſort to you for ſatisfaction, if we either 
vnderſtand not, or approue not any 
thing by you deliuered: I am bold to 
come and craue your ſatisfaction accor- 
dingly. 

Preach. You do well, (A thank yon: 
koꝛ there be fo many that runne coun⸗ 
ter in a contrarie courſe. Foz whereas 


lam, r. 19. they ſhould be ſwift to heare and low 
1a. 6. 10. to ſpeake, they haue heauie eares, and 


ready 


the Plaguet infection. 3 
readie tongues to ſpeake euil ot things Perz. 12 
they knob not, and fo ſcandalize (that No. 1413. 
is, tumble) themlelues and other, in 
hearing the woꝛd, which is to be heard 1. Theſ. 2. 
not as the woꝛds of men, but as indeed 13+ 
the woꝛd of God. But J p2ay you fell 
= me, in what ſenſe , and fo2 what rea⸗ 
ſons haue you obſerued me and other 
Pꝛeachers to repꝛoue the offcndo2s 
,, 
* Prof. Truely Sir, ſich you put me to 
it, I muſt acknowledge mine infirmitie: 
2 for aſſoone as I heare you or other begin 
to checke Pietie and Charitie, (ſo ſee- 
ming to me) I am preſently ſo troubled, 
that I cannot vnderſtand, much leſſe 
rightly remember, what hath bene deli- 
uered. 
Preach. Ik it be ſo with you, who 
pꝛofeſſe the obedience of faith, how is 
it with the rude multitude, whoſe ima⸗ 
ginations are in no god ſoꝛt bꝛought 
into captiuitie to the obedience of 
Chꝛiſt: But we ſe the woꝛds of Chꝛiſt 
23 fulfilled: That we do not vnderſfand Tok, 8. 43. 
his falke, becauſe we cannot heare his 
wozd. Pe thinkes, * chonld 
1 | 2 
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ort Dialogue 


concerning 


4 3, 
attribute ſo much to their teachers, pea 


ſuch as they acknowledge to be faith⸗ 
fall, as to heare with the Athenians, 
and to eramine with the 1Bereans. Foz 
doth the law of God indge a man, be- 
foꝛe it heare him? But truelp ye pꝛe⸗ 


ſume foo farre in cenſuring your tea- 


ler. 44 16. 


chers, as thoſe that checke Pietie and 
Charitie. What? Js this Pietie, with 
an high hand to bꝛeake godly Dzvers 
of a gracious Pznce ſet downe foz pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation oflife? Js this Charitie, pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpfuouſly to hazard the lines, God 
knoweth of how many? Js this either 
Pietie o2 Charttie, wilfully to runne 
our ſelues into moꝛtall daunger? 

Prof. I am enforced of conſcience to 
confeſſe it to be a fault, that we haue pre- 
{umed to cenſure our teachers, and that 
ſo ſcuercly, before we well duden 
and humbly examined their doctrine: 
for by our deed we ſpeake that in Gods 
eares, which irreligious people, by word 
vttered to Jeremiah his face, viz. The 
word that thou haſt ſpoken vnto vs in the 
name of the Lord, me wil not heare it of theez 
but we will do mhatſoeuer goeth out of our 

own 
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word (according to your profeſſion) that 
Princes may inhibit, or forbid the works 
= of Pietic and Charitie. 
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the queſtion, which is the common fal- 
lacie ofthe common ſozt, who dote v⸗ 
pon whatſoener commeth out of their 
23 owne mouth, as pon ſaid. Foz it is in 
7 queſtion, whether the woꝛkes you c6- 
mend, be the wozkes of Bietie © Cha⸗ 
ritie oꝛ no. But 3 will ew vou by the 
woꝛd of God, that Pꝛintes both may 
and onght keepe from aſſemblies, ſuch 
as be no leſſe daungerous to them, tha 
vne ſcabbed ſheepe is to an whole flock, 
and reſtraine the whole and ſound fro 
vnneteſſarie running into eminent 
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the P lagnes infection. 1 
ene mouth. But pardon me, and let me 
now with your patience intreate you to 
proue, not by mans pollicie, but by Gods 


Preach. Neighbour , vou ſill begge 


daunger. This J will do vpon conditi- 
on, that you will then ſhew me, what 
reaſons vou haue to doubt of ſo cleere a 
truth, o2 sbiect againſt any thing J 
haue ſaid, oz ſhall ſay, that J may ei⸗ 
ther ſatisfie vou, oz refozme mine own 


iudgement. 
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6 eAſport Dialogue concerning 
Prof. It I do not ſo, my ſecond error 
will be worſe than the former: for then! 
ſhould be like them that pretended with } 
proteſtation to be informed by Jeremiah, 7 
but yet obeyed not his yoyce, when it 
was againſt their mind: for the truth is, 
che longer we talke, the more I remem- 
ber what is muttered by the common, 
and what obiected by the better ſort. = 
Preach. Upon this condition J p20- 


ted, pet ſo, as not intending any large 


diſcourſe: foz I node not, ſpeaking to a \ 


pꝛofeſſour; and J would you ſhould * 


haue time enough to pꝛopound al pour 
doubts. In one woꝛd therefoze conſi⸗ 
EG.42.23. der well this argument: Rings and 
1. Tim. a. Qutenes ought to be nurcing fathers 
and nurcing mothers to the Church, ſo 
as that Gods people may leade a quiet 
and a peaceable lite, in all godlineſſe 
and honeſtie. But this is an honeſt 
thing befoze God and men, that kings 
ould (out ot᷑a fatherly care) pꝛeſerue 
their ſubiecs from deſtruction, by inke?ꝰ 
eee ction, as wel as by the ſwoꝛd. As Due 
s was no leſſe carefull foꝛ his people, 
when the Peſtilence raged, than _ 4 


1 the Plagnes infection. 7 

ant indefending them againſt their e⸗ 

= nemies. Againe, what other thing do 
ſundꝛie lawes and cuſtomes of Jlrael 
teach vs? Pꝛieſts were fozbidden to Leuir.ro.y 
dꝛinke wine oꝛ ſtrong dꝛinke, that they 10 
might put difference betwerne the 
2 cleane and vncleane: that eucry leaper Num. 5. 2. 
and euerp one that had an iſſue, and 45+ 57. 
4 whoſoener is defiled by the dead, ſhold 
= be put out of the hoſt: that garments 
and houſes defiled by lep2ofte, Gould —_ 45. 
be deſtroyed: that euery one to do the Ban " 
3 wozke of nature, ſhould go out cf the ;..;, 
hoaſt: and that the dead were buried Luk. 7.12. 
out of the citie. What / J ſay) do theſe lob. 9 17- 
lawes and cuffomes well conſidered) w_ a eb. 
teach vs in their equity, but that Gods 
people ſhould be carefully pꝛeſerued 
| $ krom filthineſle and contagion? Let vs 
” litle better conſider the lawes of Le⸗ 
Y pers, as moſt nearely concerning vs, 

and we ſhall find that they were not 

2 onely to haue markes to be known by, 
vut alle to give warning to companie |... ; 
appꝛoching, by ſaying: I am vncleane, 3 
I am vncleane. Whereby it is euident, 

that Lepers ſhould other, and 
3 4 
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83 ÞAſhort Dialogue concerning 
other ſhould ſhun them. And it is as e⸗ 
uident, that they were not to tome into 
1. Chro. as. the houſe of God. Fo2 a King being a 


Leper , was kept out thereof all the 


dayes ofhis life, Puch moꝛe may - 


Numb. 12. /c; (n agiſtrate ſhut 145-54 (though 


10.14. 


Eec.; 4. 
2. 8. 


his ſiſter) out of the hoaſt foꝛ 7. dayes, 
But the plague is moze daungerouſly * 
confagious being meoztall,then the Le⸗ 
pꝛoſie which is not moztall: therefoze 2 
Pꝛintes and Magiſtrates (which are 
called ſheapheards) may and ought to 
be very carefull, tokepe the ſound fro 2 
theinfected, and the infected from the 
found, eſpecially in aſſemblies. As the 


ſheapheard is carefull tokepe ſcabbed 


cheepe from his flocke, and his flocke 


rom ſcabbed ſherpe. Let this ſuffice fo: 


this time: let me now heare pour 


doubts. 


Act 26.28. 


Prof. As king Agrippa ſaid vnto Paul: 
Almoſt thou perſwadeſt me to become 4 
( briſtian, ſo I may ſay, you haue almoſt 
chaunged my mind, But yet for my pro- 
miſe ſake, and for further reſolution, l 
will propound certaine doubts : and will 
firſt begin with that which I know doth * 


the Plagues infeklion. 9 
moſt trouble de mes eſpecially of the 
poorer ſort. To wit, they thinke it moſt 
ertreame crueltie, to be barred from go- 
ing abroad to ſeeke reliefe or mainte- 
nance for them and theirs, except they 
either had ſufficient of their owne, o 
their wants were ſupplied. | 
* Preach. Jam of the ſame mind: foz 
Lepers might go ab2zoad to ſerke re- Luk, 17.1. 
liefe: but yet in ſuch ſozt , as hath bene 13. 
2 thewed. And ſo J could with that our 287 
2 infected poꝛe, ſith they mult nerds go a- 
bꝛoad, wold remeber h 10. Lepers, how 
they ſtod afar off, t lift vp their voyce, 
when ther craued helpe of our Sauioz: 
ſo they would go abꝛoad in ſuch ſoꝛt as 
authoꝛitie diredeth: to wit, out of the 
moſt frequented wap, and with a rod 
intheir hand. J lay with griefe (muſt 
needes) foz if authozitie had regarded 
= theſe things betimes, mhen there were 
but few infected houſes, they might 
haue bene well ſhut vp and p2ouided 
fog, fill they were cleanſed, either of 
their owne, o2 the common charges. 
But what ſay vou to thoſe, who are 
not ſo poꝛe, but that they may keps 
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10 e A ſhort Dialogue concerning 


their houſes at their one charges, fill | 


they be cleanſed ? 


decay of their ſtate. 


Preach. Jndeed this impatiencie is 
the cauſe why ſo many ſmother the 
plague in themſelues and their fami- ⸗ 
lies, ſo long as they can fo the hazars 2 
ding of like: but J aduiſe them to tonſi⸗ 
der the reſolution of Paul, which was, 


1 Cor3.13 neuer to cate fleſh rather then he would 


they patientip to endure a litle re 


ffraint and loſſe, rather then to indan⸗ 
Gen.4.10. ger the life of many, O bloud is a grie⸗ 


Plal. 51. 14. uous and crying ſinne! and therefoze 


3 Dauid would not dzinke the water of 
15% the well ol Beth · lehem though he lon⸗ 
ged fo2 it, becauſe it was gotten with 

| the teopardy ok liues, but called it blod. 
:.Cnr.:4.9 Let them belceue that God is able to 
M=-13-'- gine them moze then they loſe by fel- 
1-4 lowing his direction . Let them know 
what this is: I will haue mercie, and not 

Rom 8.25. ſacrifice, Let them ſhew their faith by 


Profeſſ. They thinke it an hell to be . 
ſo long ſhut yp from companie and their 
buſineſſe: the neglecting whereof is the 


patiente. 4 
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2 
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the Plagues infection 11 
patience. Foz he that belcæueth, maketh ff 16. 
Ino haſt, being aſſured of Gods pꝛomiſe: & 30.15. 
that in quietnes and confidence ſhall be 
their ſtrength. Let them imitate Aoſes J unb. ra 
and Aaron, who were as haſtie in behalf „Kc. 
gol their ſiſter Aliriam, but yet were per⸗ 
¶waded by God to ſhut her out of the 
holt ſeuen dayes. Thus much foz theſe 
goers abꝛoad. But what ſay you now 
3 fo: thoſe that come to Church, in whole 
3 _ you ſcemed much affected at the 
Profeſſ. Iwas indeed affected as I ſee- 
med: but thatwhich you haue ſaid to go- 
ers abroade, belonging for the moſt part 
to commers to Church, hath ſtopped my 
mouth: and the rather becauſe I remem- 
ber the King, who was kept from the 
Temple, whiles he liued, for the Lepro- 2. Chro. 26. 
ſie. Why then (thinke I) ſhould not the 30,31. 
infected with the Plague be content to 
forbeare for a while, ſith in the Plague 
they vſually mend or end in ſhort time? 
Preach. God be pꝛaiſed, ſoʒ now you 
vnderttand and remember well, J haue 
# therefo2etheleſſeto ſay:only this, tou⸗ 


ching the comfozt of ſoule, which they 
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12 Abort Dialogue concerning © 
deſire by comming fo Church. J p2ay 
them examine what true comfoꝛt they 

tan haue, when they conſider that they ? 
are moze dangerous than they who go 
ab2oad.Fo2 in the Church they ſit by it, 
and that in a thꝛong and heat: whereas 
if they humble themſelues vnder Gods 
hand, and tarie at home, though taking 
it as a part of their croſſe that they kee 
ſo long from the Church; J doubt not 
but that they ſhall find God (who tur⸗ 
vn Ar 3. neth his childꝛens bed in time of ſick- 2 
Ezec. 11.16. nelle) LE ſanctuary to them. And this 3 
A further ſay,thatherather is in the al⸗ 
i. Cong. 4. ſembly of ſaints, who is there in ſpirit, 7 
Ela. 25.13. though abſent in body; then he that is 
pꝛeſent in body, but abſent in ſpirit, 
Profeſſ. All this (as I vnderſtand) con- 
cernes ſuch as being infected themſelues, 
do yet come to Church. But what ſay you 
to thoſe who haue ſpacious houſes 12 as 
they come not neere the ſicke of their fa- 
mily, and be ſound themſelues: may not 
they come to Church as well as thoſe, be- 
tweene whom and the infected there is 
but a wall? | s 
Preach. Ley may,as Jamperſwas | 
ded. 


Ihe Plague, 5 infeftion, 
* od; But all things at neterpedings 1.Car.00 
ich are lawfull. Foz many to foliſh- 23:*+ 
Ir fearefull (another extremitie of this 
0 time, as generall and daungerous, as 
1 preſumption ) knowing their houſes to 
ve infected, wil verily ſuppoſe that they 
paue bene about the ſicke, and that the 
ö 1 their garments; and theres 
 Fozeifit tal ont ſo that they ſit together, 
1 zeir fearefull conceipt may bzede the 
ſl 
| 
1 


Plague. 
3 Profeſſ. O ſir, are you of that mind, 


nt the Plag ue may be in a garment, and 

the partie not ſicke; and that one may 

take the Plague onely with feare, and do 
you beare with ſuch a conceipt? 

3 Preach. No, J do not. But Jdeeme 

them guiltie of their owne bane, who 

= take it with ſuch a conceipt. And yet J 

{rm euery charifable Chziſtian will 

grieue at the heart, that he ſhould be the 

> occaſion of ſuch a fright, and could wiſh 

that he had rather been from the church 

f a maneth, eſpecially being in ſome ſoꝛt 

Gods pꝛiſoner, and the affrighted ha⸗ 

ning likelphods that either he oz his 

garment might be infected. That a gar⸗ 


14 A ftort Dialogue concerning 


ment may be infected, and the Plague 


taken onely by feare, experience ann 
reaſon do make manifeſt . Concerning 
the fo2mer , it hath bene pꝛoued that 


clothes of infected perſons layed vp and 


not well ayzed, being opened though a *: 


pre oꝛ moze after, haue inſtantly re- 
newedy Plague. Againe, we perceiue 
by the ſmell that garments wil retaine 
the ſent of Moꝛmewod oz muſke foz a 
long time: the cauſe is not in the ſent 7 
by it ſelfe conſidered, but in the apze 


which is the ſubiec of the ſent. The 


plague in a garment is a poyſoned aire 
(being aceo2ding to the nature thereof 


called by the learned the Death ofthe 7 
ayre) pꝛoteding from the partie inte · 
ted, and infecting the garment, thougg 
not perceiued by ſmell : as the open, 
cleere and wholeſome apꝛe of the hea⸗ 
uens is healthfull foz the body, though 
Ler. 13. r. notperceiued by ſmell. Laftly, lepꝛoſie 
& 14-45-47 infecteth garments:and hc that flepeth 

dn eateth inanhouſe, ſhut vp fo2 lep2z09 7 


ſie, muſt waſh his clothes: which argu⸗ 


eth that infection may be by the ayꝛe, 


ſith a man may eate in the houſe, and 
not 
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Nl infection. 15 
not touch the walles infected. Af Lepꝛo⸗ 
ſie be ſo contagious , much moze the 


Plague, which is a ſtronger poyſon,be- 
¶ cauſe it intecteth and killeth, 


Profeſſ. This is more then euer I heard 
and conſidered, and I think it reaſonable: 
Y but I cannot conceiue how the garment 
can be infected, and yet the perſon that 


1 N eareth it eſcape the Plague, 


Preach, I will ſhew you that in a 


ö wo2d. Do you not conſider that either 


the tnfection may be but weake , oz the 
party of a ſtrong and healthfull conſti⸗ 


; © tution.Cinders will not ſet fuell on fire 


br ſone as burning coles: neither will 
; greene wod be ſo ſone kindled as chips 


q and dꝛie deale-bo2d. 


Profeſſ. I now ſee and in ſome ſort aſ- 
ſent to your opinion: proceed therefore 


1 I pray you to giue reaſons why by onely 


feare 2 man may be infected with the 
1 Plague 


* The 2 of a man will 2 Raine Pro. 78.14. 


infir mit iet: 


t 4 wounded ſpirit , who & gaz. 


. can * it? ſaith Salomon. By put here 
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is meant acomfoztable heart, which a⸗ 
| namateth a man in al troubles ; butif 
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Mat. . 22. CO2rect p ſame. Againe,as faith maketh 
& 13.58. vs partakers of Gods helping hand, ſo * 
Pro.10.24- ynbclefe depꝛiueth vs thereof: + fears © 


not of ſo ſtrong a conſtitutio as the party. 


N — 1 
7 . * 
* 


that fayle , hee is ſone ouerthzotone. 
From the heart pzoced (as Phiſitions 
ſay) vitall ſpirits , whereby man is 
made actiue and csuragious. Af they by. 

fearebe infozced to retire inward, the 
outward parts be left infirme : as may 
appeare by the paleneſſe and trembling 
of one in great feare, ſs that as ene⸗ 
mies eaſily ſcale the walles of a ftowne Z 
abandoned by ſouldiers: ſo the Plague 
(eſpecially in a ſeaſon diſpoſed to infe- 2 
ction) doth find readie paſſage into the 
outward parts of a man, deſtitute bx 
feare of the vitall ſpirits which ſhould 


"* 
* 


(aduerſarie to faith) pulleth to the wit * 
ked the euill which he feareth. 7 

Profeſſ. By this conference I haue lear- 
ned to feare more then I haue done, and 
yet to take heed of feare:to feare becauſe 
the plague may be caried about in gar- 
ments, and therefore may infetme, kee- 
ping company with one that is couerſant 
with the infected, I being peraduenture | 


To 


| e 17 
To take heede of feare, leſt I be guiltic of 
mine owne bane. 


= Preach. Pour collection is god, eſpe⸗ 
tially if vou remember the diſtinction 

= offeare in that ſence which J haue of- 
ten taught it: to wit, Feare is contrary 
either to Securitp, and ſo it may becal- Phil 2 1 
led Yedfulnefſe, oz to Faith, and ſo it _ 
is couſin germain to Deſpaire. But hos 47-44% 
ping that now pou fee our doctrine a⸗ i 
gainſt vnruly and vncharitable going 

2X ab2oad of the infected, either in perſon 

=X o2 garments.not to be a checke to Pie 

tie and Charitie, J pzay pau tell me, 
X what vou can ſay foz vnneceſſarie and 

deſperate running to the ſicke and bu⸗ 
ried of the Plague: 

Profeſſ. What? Itell you (be it with- 

cout offence) that many maruell (I will 

not ſay, cry out) that Preachers, who 
ſhould be examples of loue and faith in 1-Tim. 4. ,* 
viſiting the lick according to their office, ** 

do yet to flatly ſpeake againſt the ex- 
preſſe words of Chrift. For doth not he 

&# fay: That we ſhall be iudged at the laſt 11, 25. 


day, according to our workes of charity, 26,43. 
and amongſtthe reſt, our viſiting, or not 


: * 
LN 


18 ÞA ſhort Dialogue concerning 4 
viſiting the ſficke? 4 
Preach. O neighbour pou now lay 
on loade! A muff therefo2e eaſe(a litle) 
the ſhoulders ol Pꝛeachers whom you 
charge heauilp, fo2 not viſiting the ick 
ofthe Plague; befoze J can nunbly en- 7 
counter your maine obiecion . Þurely 2 
pe Pꝛofeſſours, who ſo v2ge this p20 ' 
tended dutie, are farre from the louing 
care and kindneſſe of the Jſraelites , * 
2 dam i8 · who would not ſuffer Dad to hazard * 
3-£.21.17. himſelfe in battell, leſt if he, being 
wozth tenne thouſand of them, were 
llaine, and ths light of Aſrael ſhould be 
put out. Againe, ye fozget that Chzilt | 
ſaid to him that deſired to burie his 
Mat. 8.21. father: Follow thou me, let the dead bu- 
I rie their dead. If ye did conſider this 
well, you could not but thinke, that as 
I. Cor. 1. Paule (aid, Chriſt ſent me not to baptize ®} 
but to preach : ſo Pzeachers may ſap; 
Chꝛiſt hath ſent vs not to viſite the 
ſicke, but to pꝛeach, and thereupon cõ - 
clude; that the leffe dutie ( ita dutie) ei 
pecially being daungerous, mult giue 
place to the greater, and the viſiting ok 
a few ſicke and leſſe capable of inſtru» - 
&ion, | 
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he Plagnes infection. 19 

tion, muſt gine place to the teaching of 

the whole congregation, and moze ca- 

pable of doctrine and comfozt. Now if 

they viſite euery one that is ſicke, how 

= canthey attend vnto reading, and fol- 1. Tim 
low Chzilt in the moſt pzoper and ne- g. 0 
tellarie wozke ofthe miniſterie? Laft- Luk. 10.42 
lp, A te not ( but herein J hambly ſub⸗ 

mit mine opinion to the Church ) that 

2 viſiting the ſicke is a pꝛoper dutie of a 
Piniſter, as he is a Piniſler. Foz as 

none tan o2daine officers in the Church Ech 4.8. 1 
dut Chzift, ſo none (as J am perſwa⸗ 5 28.18, 
2 ded) can pzeſcribe duties to thoſe offi- '? Cor * 
ters, but Chꝛiſt. But J cannot find ,] 
where Chaift pzeſcribeth viſiting of the 


dicke, as a Piniſters dutie. Ik not 
Ch ꝛiſt, why ſhould any ſurcharge Mi⸗ 


1 niſters, and the rather becauſe they 


are not no not the beſt ) ſufficient foz 2. Cor a 16 


duties pꝛeſcribed? Did not the Apolkles 4c. . 
pꝛonounte it an vamert thing to be 5+ 


bindꝛed from giuing themſelues conti⸗ 


nuallp to pꝛaper, and to the miniſtra⸗ 
tion of the wo2d, by miniſtring to the 
pode, and therefo2e put quer that duty 

to ſpeciall men? It che MM extras 
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20 A ſhort Dialogue concerning 5 
ozdinarilp alliſted, by the Spirit , both 
with gifts and bleſſing, call off an im⸗ 
pertinent burthen (yea ſuch an one as 
is no leſſe neceſſarie then viſiting. ) A⸗ 
las, why ſhould Pinilters , who neede 
all helpes( as much reading, diligent 
conference, and frequent meditation, ) 
be further charged than they are by 
Chꝛiſt: Jndeed J confeſſe that a Pini⸗ 
ſter ought / as pou laid) to be an exams 
ple of all god woꝛkes, eſpecially of that 
as being the fitteſt man to ſatisfie the 
doubtfull conſcience, to humble the 
ſtubburne heart, and to comfozt the 
wounded ſpirit. 

Profeſſ, I neuer heard this matter 
doubted of before, But (J pray you Sir) 
doth not James ſay: Is any ſicke among you, 
let him call for the Elders of the ( hurch: 
Doth he not vnderſtand Miniſters by 
Elders? If ſo, doth not this place proue 
plainely, that it is a Miniſters dutie to 
viſite the ſicke? . 

Preach. I (ſay not but that it is a 
Piniſters dutie to viſite the ficke , foz 
example ſake:and as he is moꝛe able to 

do god than other, but not as he is Pi- 


the Plague infection 


niffer. J graunt alſa, that long fince the 


ſame docrinefrom this placehath bene 
gathered, which you now appꝛehend. 
Do as vpon the ſame , Papiſtes haue 
grounded their baſtard Sacrament of 


Ex:reame vnction. Which taken away, ioh. 7.49. 
the curſed people which know not the lcr.44.16. 
law) neither care to know it (being e⸗ 
ner addicted to ſuperſtitions vanities) 


muftnedes ( foꝛſoth) in ſtead thereof, 
haue a Miniſter to viſite their ſicke, 
though they be mo2e then halfe dead. 
As in ſtead of Dirgies and Trentals, 
they muſt haue funerall Sermons foz 
faſhion ſake. Thus the holy Miniſterp, 
and moſt glozious name of God mult 
be abuſed and taken in vaine, by fo]- 
lowing the vaine humour of arrogant 
Folly , which neuer cared foz Mini⸗ 
ſters, oꝛ Sermons (as al ought to haue 
done) in time of health. J graunt that 
ſome Pꝛofeſſo :s foꝛ all this Plague, 
whereby humours (4 trow) ſhould be 
moꝛtiſied) haue a mind, that funerall 
Sermons attend their credit, So ſtrõg 
a temptation is the Pꝛide of life incou⸗ 
ragedby Cuſtome. But 2 tome to the 
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20 port Dialogwes concerning 

ozdinarilp alliſted, by the Spirit, both 
with gifts and bleſſing, call off an im⸗ 
pertinent burthen (yea ſuch an one as 
is no leſſe neceſlarie then viſiting. ) A⸗ 
las, why ſhould Miniſters, who neede 


all helpes (as much reading, diligent 
conference, and frequent meditation, 
be further charged than they are by 
Chꝛiſt: Indeed J conkeſle that a Pini⸗ 
ſter ought / as pou laid) to be an exams 
ple of all god woꝛkes, eſpecially of that 


as being the fitteſt man to ſatisfie the 


doubtfull conſcience, to humble the 
ſtubburne heart, and to comfozt the 


wounded ſpirit. 
Profeſſ. I neuer heard this matter 


doubted of before, But (I pray you Sir) 
doth not [ames ſay: 1s any ſicke among you, 
let him call for the Elders of the Church? 
Doth he not vnderſtand Miniſters by 
Elders? If ſo, doth not this place proue 
plainely, that it is a Miniſters * to 
viſite the ſicke? 

Preach. J ſay not but that it is a 
Piniſters dutie to viſtte the ficke , foz 
example ſake:andas he is moze able to 


do god than other, but not as wage 


| the Plaguet infection. 2c 

niffer. J graunt alſo, that long ſinte the 
ſame dodtine from this place hath bene 
gathered, which vou now appꝛehend. 
Do as vpon the ſame, Papiſtes haue 
grounded their baſtard Sacrament of 
Ex:reame vnction. Which taken away, 10þ.z.,9, 
the turſed people! which know not the ler. 4.16. 
law) neither care to know it (being e- 17. 
ner addicted to ſuperſtitious vanities) 
muftnedes {fo2\ath) in ſtead thereof, 
haue a Miniſter to viſite their ſicke, 
though they be moze then halfe dead. 
As in ſtead ol Dirgies and Trentals, 
they muſt haue funerall Sermons foz 
faſhion ſake. Thus the holy Miniſterp, 
and moſt glozious name of God muff 
be abuſed and taken in vaine, by kol⸗ 
lowing the vaine humour of arrogant 
Folly , which neuer cared fo2 Mini⸗ 

ſters, oꝛ Sermons(as al ought fo haue 
done) in time ol health. J graunt that 
ſome P2ofeſſo2s {fo2 all this Plague, 
whereby humours (4 trow) ſhould be 
moꝛtiſied) haue a mind, that funerall 
Sermons attend their credit, So ſtrõg 
a temptation is the P2ide of life incou⸗ 
raged by Cuſtome. But 2 come to the 
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22 Ale Dialogue cancer ning W 
point: this place of Janet doth not 

p2oue, þ it is the pzoperdutieofaPi- 
niſter to viſite the ficke.Fo2 the Elders 
were ſent fo2 to heale the ſickeby pꝛap⸗ 
er and oyle, acco2ding to that miratu⸗ 


1: lous grace which was then beffowed 


: Heb. g.. 


2. Chr. 26. 
16. 17. 18. 
19. 


vpon them, foz confirmation of the 

02d: ſo that q am of pour mind that 
teaching Elders be here vnderſtod. 
Thich gift diſcontinuing, this Canon 
is annulled: ſo that in time of Peſti⸗ 
lence, it is abſurdly concluded: that be⸗ 
cauſe James iniopned Miniſters to go 
to heale the cke, therefoze Miniſters 
muſt vpon euerp call aduenture their 
liues, by viſiting the fick ofthe plague, 
Againe, if it be the pꝛoper dutie of Pi⸗ 
niſters to viſite the ſicke, as it was the 
pꝛoper gift of Elders, foz confirmation 
or the werd, to heale with ole, then 


none mulk viſite che ficke but Pini⸗ 


ſters, as none malt miniſter the Sacra- 
ments (which p2operly belong to their 
faacion) but they. Laſtlp, this wozd, 
Elders in the plurall number, putteth - 
me in mind, that Miniſters were in 
the pꝛimitiue Church, afſiſted —— 

other 


R 


ather iders, (ks there were tipo ſozts 7. m 
of Elders) who lokedtd themanners 1 _ 
of people, and with Deacons who la« _ 
ked to the paze, that they themſelues 7.8. 
might attend their ſtudie,p2ayer,pzeas 
ching, and the Sacraments . Why 
then ſhould we thinke, that viſiting 
the ficke, was laid vpon them as a du⸗ 
tie p2operly pertaining to their mini- 
ſerie? But rather that Elders by ſpi⸗ 
rituall comfozt, and Deacons by out- 
ward reliefe viſited the ficke as there 
was ned : ſo that the Piniſter was 
not fronbled but in extraozdinarie ne- 
| ceſſitie. As when none but he could ſa⸗ 
tisfie the deſpairefull conſcience, 02 
mind doubtfull in a fundamentall cr- 
rour,of one likely (otherwiſe ) to die 
out of the faith. In which caſe,J thinke 
a Piniſter ought to hazard his life. My 
reaſon is:It is the reueiled will of God 
that hemuft ſaue aloft ſhepe: but it is Ezcc-34, 
Gods ſecref , whether heſhall be infe- *: + 
ted. And the rather becauſe ofthe pꝛo⸗ 
miſe made to him that walketh in his 51. 10. 
way. The pꝛemiſes conſidered tou 
I thus J con⸗ 

4 
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cluve, that as Mimiſters are exempla⸗ 
rily (but not as Pinilters) to reliene 
the poꝛe, accozving to their abilitie, 
and where they haue ſome ſpectall cal- 
ling: ſo they are exemplanily ( but not 
as Miniſters) to viũte the ſicke, acco2s 
ding to their leyſure, and where they 
haue ſome ſpeciall talling. | 
Profeſſ. Iknow not whether I ſhould 
be glad or fad, for drawing from you 
ſo probable, and(itmay be) a profitable 
diſcourſe: but I will ſuſpend my iudge- 
ment, ſich you ſubmit your opinion 
to the cenſure of the Church, and 
proceede (with your fauour) to re- 
quire the iuſtifying of that vnchari- 
table doctrine ( ſo 2 againſt viſt- 
ting the ſicke ofthe Plague, and ſo con- 
trarie to Chriſt his iudgement, as hath 

bene ſhewed. O 

Preach. But haue pou ſhewed 
that the plague is expꝛeſſed:? And haue 
you neuer heard, that there be few 
rules ſo generall, but they admit ſome 
exception? By the ſame iudgement pꝛi⸗ 
ſoners are to be viſtted, and yet none 
were bound in conſciente to go into the 
| dungeon 
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dungeon there perſonally to viſlt 7cve- ler.;2.6, 
ry though he were the Lozds pꝛophet. 
— you vtteriy miſtake the point: 

jy + + ooh ts not whether the ſick 
of the Plague are to be viſited ; which 
God — that any Pꝛeacher ſhould 
gaineſay:but whether they are to be ſo 
viſited and with ſuch reſo2t , as other 
ſicke of diſeaſes not contagions.Laflly, 
in the place ſo much v2ged, Chꝛiſt doth 
not neceſſarily require perſonall viſitas 
tion though that alſo be comfoꝛtable in 
caſes conuenient, and ſo required acco2-s 
dingly) but real, that is, by releefe either 
bꝛought, ſent oꝛ pzocured:fo2 in the 44. Mat. 25. 4+ 
verſe of that chapter pou may find, | 
niſtring to Chꝛiſt vſed, foz all other 
wozkes of Charitie befoze ſpecified. 
Whereby it is manifeſt, that Chꝛiſt re⸗ 
quireth not ſo much perſonall viliting, 
as charitable miniſtring to the neceſſi- 
tie ofthe ſick, Of all other, Pꝛinces and 
Magiſtrates (who are foſter-fathers 
and ſchepheards) are to vilſite the ſicke. 
But who will ſay they are to do it in 
perſon, and not rather by a faithfull 
care, that the ſicke of the Plague be wel 
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*— foz. 
* how can the ſicke be wel 
— foraf none do perſonally attend 
_—_ if 8 be bound in conſcience 
onally to viſite, how ſhall they he at- 
. y e 


Preach. All this is true. But huſ⸗ 
bands and Wines, parents and childze, 
maſters and ſeruants,neare neighbo2s 
and deare friends, are matually to at⸗ 
tend each other: if otherwiſe conueni- 
ent attendance cannot be pzocured, 

Profeſſ. Why do you adde this con- 
dition? 

Preach. Becauſe lifs is p2ecious : (0 

a Kin. 14. that me muſt not deſtroꝝ the dam with 
_ ar the yong:and therfoze ſeeing the plague 
7” Cſwepeth where it findeth many toge- 
ther, life ought to be pzeſerned with as 
much care as may be, by ſeparatj the 
ſound from the inlected, ercept 
neceſſary cauſe of the ſound, 02 _ | 
their attendance 02 repaire-Pozeouer, 
it may be that the ſound,oz ſome of the, 
be p2ofitable members in tho Church, 
02 common wealth:now the moze hope 


there is of gud by them, the moze care 
there 


=_— 


there ought to be of their pzeſernation; 
accozding to the peoples care foz the 
fafetie of Dauid, hefoze ſpoken of. 

Profeſſ. In my conſcience this ſeemes 
to be very true: but I pray you tel me what 
you think of them who ſend their ſeruants 
vnto the Peſt- houſe. 

Preach. Right wel:eſpecially if they 
want conuenient rome t other means 
at home:foz A vnderſtand of the Cities 
right honozable and chziſfian pꝛouiſiõ 
foz that houſe:Jknow diners there wel 
vſed,and thence well returned:andit is 
extant in paint, that when there mern 
buried in and about London 3385. in 
one wirk pet ol all peſtred in that houſe 
there were buried but ſir. And therfozs 
Atondemne thoſe that raiſed a lanver 

vponthat houſe , holding them as de- 
ſpiſers ofgouernement, and wicked ill 
ſpeakers of them that are in authoʒitis. 

Prof. If you conuerſed amongſtpeo- 
ple as I do, and muſt do, I know your ſpi- 
rit would be gricued to ſee how r 
' they hides beldne every light 
on and falſe report, to ſpeake their wic- 
ked pleaſure of Gouernors, O chat they 
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would conſider the example you Ray in 
a Sermon vrged of a plague kindled a- 
— ang mongſt the Ifaclites, Br arging Moſes 
and Aron with killing Corah and his re- 
bellious complices. Well God amend ys 
all, and giue vs grace to humble our ſelues 
vnder chi his heauic hand, that we may 
. 15. be raiſed again and comforted, according 
to the dayes he hath afflicted vs. Now 
ſpeake of cõfort (that we may go on with 
the main matter) I wold know(if it might 
be without offence) whether you would 
haue thoſe pittifull creatures gen are tor- 
—_— wu the . to _ the com- 
which they may take by the very pre- 
ſence of 8 — & ends, 


* 


much more by their comfortable words? 

Preach. O neighbour J with them 
all true comfoꝛt o body and mind, the 
Loꝛd knoweth, and J graunt that the 
very pꝛeſente of thoſe we loue, is very 
tomfoꝛtable in time of ſickneſſe:but pet 
J aduiſe all viſited with that deadly 
and contagious diſeaſe , to manifeſt 
their moꝛtiſication from vnneceCarie 
deſires, e their charitable lone to their 
friends , by not deſiring them to on 
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into far greater daunger than their pꝛe⸗ 


ſence can do god, without neteſlarie 
tauſe. And let them remember how 


Dauid refuſed that water which was Sm. 23. 
gotten with ieopardie of lile, and called 17-16-17: 


it bloud, though he had longed foz it, 


t the daunger was paſt. As foz comfozo. _. 


table wozds , J likewiſe acknowledge 
their ſpeciall vſe : but befoze J anſwer 
that point, let vs conſider how nerdfull 
it is (eſpecially in time of moztality) to 
hide in their hearts the woꝛd of life,leſf 
wee be iuftly puniſhed with want of 
comfoztable wozds , when we mol 
need them: acco2ding to that of Amos, 


where a famin ofthe woꝛd is thzeatned Amos. 8.5. 
to deſpiſers ofthe Sabboth, and that at 11,13. 


ſuch a time, when to find the woꝛd, they 
would run from the Caſt to the Meſt. 
Now to the point. Sith all ſickneſſe (e⸗ 
ſpecially the plague, vntill the wozft be 
paſt, when cofoztable woꝛds are not vs 
ſually in great requeft)maketh vs vnfif 
kfoꝛ long e learned diſcourſes, 4 therſoꝛe 
ſhozt ſentt᷑tes may ( though Gods bleſ⸗ 
ling do much god: whereby attendants 
t frids, repairing foz neceſſary cauſes, 
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may lufficiently comfo2t the afflicted, 
acco2ding to that which is required by 
the Apollle,in 7 bef. 4. 18. except there 
beertraozdinary nerde of reſolution oz 
conſslation,whereof J haue ſpoken be- 
lob. 14.26. fe. Again, the Spirit of God is called 
a Comfozter, becauſe he bzingeth the 
wozds of Chziſt vnto remembzance: 
and that eſpecially in time of need , as 
Lak. 12.13. When we iuſtiſie wiſedome befoꝛe au⸗ 
thozitie,ſo when we are ſick. Foz when 
2.Cor.q.16 the ontward man periſheth, the inward 
man1srenewed:(o that weoftenheare, 
not onely men but euen childzen alſo, 
ſpeake diuinely and admirably in their 
fickneſſe. We may the rather make ac⸗ 
count of this holy aſſiſtance, if we fol- 
low Chꝛiſt his counſel inlaying vp his 
Lak. 11. 24. 02ds in our hearts, and pzaying foz 
u, thehely Gholl. All the pzemiſes conft- 
dered, J hope that you are now of my 
mind, touching the reftraint, as ofthe 
infeced from the ſound,ſo of the ſound 
from the infected. 

Profeſſ. Indeede I confeſſe that your 
probable diſcourſes haue won (I know 
not how ) a certaine inclination to your 
Opinion, 
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opinion, but —— ſuſpend my reſo- 
lution, till you haue anſwered certain ob- 
iections againſt the maine grounds of 
your opinion: but before I come to them, 
let me haue but one word with you about 
buriall. I ſay but one word: for if thoſe 
that are infected in perſon or garment, 


are to koep from Church fora time con- 
uenient: and if friends are to forbeare re- 


ſorting to friends ſicke of the Plague, ex- 
cept ny haue neceſſary cauſe,then I may 
(of iny felfe) conclude, that we are not to 
throng after infected corpſes( which haue 
no good thereby) without ſome reaſona- 
ble cauſe, That one word (I ſpake of) is 
this, I would gladly know (fl may ob- 
taine that fauour) your iudgement, con- 
cerning the direction of authoritie, that 
but ſixe perſons, beſides the Miniſter, 
Clerke and bearers, ſhould accompany 
infected corpſes. 

Preach. J dare not pꝛeſume fo iudge 
of the determinations of authoꝛitie 
without ſufficitt reaſon,which J want 
in this caſe:but rather J am perſwaded 
(acco2ding to that Jam commaunded 


by theſe woꝛds, Honor thy farber aum. Exx0.13. 
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ther) ts indge the beſt, and take it as an 
argument, that authoꝛitie careth moze 
fo2 the liuing then fo2 the dead, their 
pompe ſo dangerous in theſe times and 
not neceſſarp, as wiſe men thinte. But 
mine own opinion is this J could wiſh 
p friends of the diſeaſed would reſpec 
the pzeſeruation of life moze than com⸗ 
plements of buriall. But J vtterly mil⸗ 
like that infected perſons ſhould th2uſt 
into the thꝛong, and it grieueth me to 
heare how the pwzer ſozt , yea women 
with pong childzen, will flocke to burt- 
als, and (which is woꝛſe) ſtand (of pur⸗ 
voſe/ ouer open graues, where ſundzy 
are buried together, that / foꝛſoth) all 
the mo2ld may ſ& that they feare not 
the Plague. This peruerſe courſe of to 
to many, in doing that which autho21- 
ty fozbiddeth, and deſpiſing that which 
authozitiecommandeth,to wit, faſting 
-and pꝛaier, occaſioneth me to obſerue a 
notable pꝛopoꝛtion betwene þ plague 
t the wickednes of this time: by which 
20po2tton, God ſemeth to teach men 
toſay in their hearts, we would not be 
ruled, neither by reaſon noz authozity, 
thereioze 


e Plaguet infeclin. 
therefozeare ſo many, as it were di- 
ſtracted in their ſickneſſe, and by no 
meanes to be ruled: ſo that ſome leape 
out ofthe windowes, and ſome runne 
into y Thames. As the rough ſpeches 
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of 7o/eph cauſcd his bzethzentoſay: As cen. 42.7. 


we would not heare Joſeph , ſo this man ar, 


will not heate vs, I rather obſerue this 


ꝛzꝛopoꝛtion betweene the vnrulineſſe of 
our ſinne, and the vnrulineſſe of this 
ſickneſſe, becauſe J find in the Scrip- 
tures, that the Plague was eſpecially 
thꝛeatened againſt, and inflicted vpon 
wilfull ofendoz2s. At your leyſure con⸗ 
ſider theſeplaces, Leuir. 26. 23, 24, 25. 
Num,14.37,and 16. 41, 45, 46. 2. Sam, 
24. 1, 2,2, 4, 15. and you will percetue 
as much. But now let me heare one of 
pour obiections againſt the grounds of 
mine opinion. 

Prof. The ground whereon you build 
your opinion, of ſeparating the found 
from the infected, is the law of Lepers. 
Which vnder your correction) ſeemeth 
to be no rocke, but a ſand, becauſe that 
law was meerely ceremoniall. 


Prea, Nay Dir, _ ground is the 


Leuit. . 


15. 
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moꝛtall contagion of the Petfilence, 
Which we call the Plague.Jndeed Jre- 
ceiue confirmation from the law ofLe- 
pers. Fo2 thus J reaſon : If ſuch care 
is fo be had of infectton which is not 
moꝛtall, much moze of d Plagues in te⸗ 
ion which is moꝛtall. And this argu⸗ 
ment holdeth god, pour obiection not⸗ 
withſtanding. Fo2 the lawes of ſepa⸗ 
rating women in time ok their flowers, 


24K 17018 and not eating ſtrangled beaſts, were 


ceremontall : but pet huſbands are 
now to foꝛbeare the ac of matrimonie 
in that time, and all are to take heede 
how they eate of ſfrangled fleſh, and 
both are to be heded in naturall conſi⸗ 
deration ofbodily hurt, which is ſtill 
to be feared, in ſuch copulation and ea⸗ 
ting. So Lepꝛoſie is ſtill inkeciue, as 
experience ſheweth: if now, why not 
then, notwithſtanding the lawe of Le⸗ 
pers was ceremoniall? And the rather 
becauſs in Sacraments and ceremo- 
nes, there muſt be a reſemblauce be⸗ 
twerne the ſigne and the thing ſignift- 
ed: ſo that, as we obiec againſt Tranl⸗ 
lubſtantiation, and ſay; It᷑ the ſub- 

ſtance 
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ſtance of bzead and wine be taken a⸗ 
way by conſecration, how can there be 
bodily nouriſhment ? if no nouriſh- 
ment, how can our ſpirituall feeding be 
reſembled? Do J ſay fo you, If in the 
Lepꝛoſie there were no infection, how 
_ the contagion of ſinne be ſigni⸗ 
ed? 

Prof. I graunt that in Leproſie there 
was ſomewhat to ſignifie a ſinne to be 
ſhunned. But that was Pollution, not In- 
fection. For vpon occaſion of this que- 


ſtion, I haue read both the Chapters cõ- Leuit. ig. 
cerning Leproſie, and find them ſtill & 15, 


mention Vncleaneneſſe, and neuer Infe- 
ction. Againe, if the Leproſie were infe- 
ctiue, how chaunced it that the Prieſtes, 
who ſo often viewed the Lepers, were 

neuer infected 
Preach. Do not pou conſider, that 
though all vncleaneneſſe be not infe- 
ctiue, yet all infection is vncleane, and 
therefoze you might haue vnderſfod 
Jnfection as well as any other Pollu- 
tion, by the woꝛd Uncleanenefſe . And 
though pou find not the very wozd In⸗ 
fection , pet you may find enough to „ 
2 
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make it euident, that the Lepꝛoſie is 
Leuit.138 infectine. Foz it was not to be pꝛo⸗ 
71. nounced Lepꝛoſie, except it were found 
2. Tim. a. ſpꝛeading and fretting as a Canter. oz 
16. Gangrene in a mans bodie. And why 
was the Leper to couer his lips, and to 
Leu. 13. 45. to erp, I am vncleane, I am vncleane, but 
to giue warning, that none ſhold come 
within the infection ofhisbzeath As 
fo: the Pꝛieſtes eſcape, that is to be at- 
tributed to the pꝛouidence of God who 
ſet him on wozke. As he pꝛomiſed to 
ler.1.18,19 pzeſerue leremy and Fu fo; that 
Aci 9, cauſe. 
_ Prof. If my menore taile me not a 
haue heard you ſay, that the ceafſing of 
113. 111 Man, preſently after the children of li- 
rac! had eaten of the corne of the land of 
promue, teacheth vs not to depend von 
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how they eate of ſtrangled fleſh, and 


both are to be heeded in naturall conſi⸗ 
deration ofbodily hurt, which is till 
to be feared, in ſuch copulation and ea- 
ting. So Lepꝛoſie is ſtill inteaiue, as 
experience ſheweth : if Log {noe 
then, notwithſtanding 

pers was ceremoniall? And the rather 
becauſe in Sacraments and ceremo⸗ 
— be a —— be⸗ 
twene and the thing ſignifi- 
ed: ſo that, as we obiec again Tranl- 
ſubſtantiation, and ſay ; If the ſub- 
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Preach, ow find you that to be the 
cauſe? Sith you find not in both your 
Chapters Touching ſpoken of.Wherc- 
as in the next Chapter pon find Pollw- Leu 5.9: 
tion communtcated by touching and 7, 15,11. 
not otherwiſe in the vncleanncfle of a 
man by flure of ſeed, and of a woman 
by iſſue of lowers. Nay in this caſe of 
of Lepꝛoſie, a man is become vncleanc, Vert 
by going into an houſe ſhut vp foz Le- 46. "vo 
p:oſte in the wals , which he nad not 
to tcuch, as hath bene ſatd. Wo that if 22-14 
you conſider your two Chapters well, 
it may rather appeare to you, that as 
the inferon of the Plague, ſo of the 
Lepzoſie was communicated by the 
ayꝛe, and not one!ly by touching . But 
fſuppoſe that Pollution not Jafemon, 


were the cauſe. that cleane men ſheuin — 
cerning Leproſie, and tina them ſtill & 15. 


mention Vncleaneneſſe, and neuer Infe- 
Qion. Againe, if the L eproſie were infe- 
ctiue, how chaunced it that the Prieſtes, 
who ſo often viewed the Lepers, were 
never infected? 

Preach. Do not you conſider, that 
though all vncleaneneſſe be not inte- 
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make it euident, that the Lepꝛolie is 
Leuit. 13. infectine. Foz it was not to be p20» + | 
57. nounced Lepꝛoſie, except it were found 
4. Tim. a. ſpꝛeading and fretting as a Canker, 93 
16.7. Gangrene in a mans bodie. And why 
was the Leper to couer his lips, and to 
Leu. 13.45. to erp, I am vncleane, I am vncleane, but 
to giue warning, that none ſhold come 
within the infection of his bꝛeath? As 
fo: the Pꝛieſtes eſcape, that is to be at- 
tributed to the pꝛouidente of God who 
ſet him on wozke. As he pꝛomiſed to 
ler. 1. 18, 19 pzeſerue Jeremy and Paule fo; that 
Act. 18 9, cauſe. 
my Prof. If my memotie faile me not, I 
haue heard you ſay, that the ceaſſing of 
10ſ. 5. 11. 12 Man, preſently after the children of Iſ- 
rael had eaten of the corne of the land of 
promiſe, teacheth ys not to depend ypon 
extraordinarie meanes (viz. Miracles and 
ſuch like) when we may enioy ordinarie. 
So I thinke it may be ſaid, we are not to 
ſuppoſe the extraordinarie prouidence 
of God, in preſcruing Prieſts viewing 
the Lepers, where we may find an ordi- 
narie, to wit, their not touching of Le- 
pers, whereby they might be defiled. 
Preach. 


Fs 


. Preach, Bow find vou that to be the 
cauſe? Sith you find not in both your 
Chapters Touching ſpoken of.UWhere- 
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as in the next Chapter you find Pollu- Leu 15.4. 


tion communitcated bp touching and 7. 19, 1. 


not otherwiſe in the vncleanneſle of a 
man by fluxe of ſeed, and of a woman 
by ifſue of flowers. Nay in this caſe of 
of Lepꝛoſie, a man ts become vncleane, 
by going into an houſe ſhut vp foz Le- 

»oſte in the wals , Which he need not 


Verſ14.37 


to touch, as hath bene ſaid. So that if P2814: 


you conſideryour two Chapters well, 
it may rather appeare fo you, that as 
the infection of the Plague, ſo of the 
Lepzoſie was communicated by the 
ay2e, andnot onely by tonching . But 
ſuppoſe that Pollution not Infection, 
were the cauſe that cleane men ſhould 
ſhunne vncleane Lepers, left they 
Gould be defiled, not infected; pet this 
makes fo2 my purpoſe . Foꝛ if Pollu⸗ 
tion be to be ſhunned, much moze In⸗ 
fection, and that deadly, | 
Profeſſ. 1 ſee I muſt either depart not 
fully ſatisfied ; or come to a point which 
Lhaue hitherto auoyded, becauſe Iwold 
D 3 


38 Ars Die uc concerwin FR 
not offend you, whom I haue heard ſc 
earneſt againſt it, fo as you haue pro- 
nounced it to be a bloadic errour, to wit, 
It is ſtiffely maintained by no ſmall num- 
ber of people, that the Plague is not con- 
tagious. 


Preach. graunt that mo than a 
god many do moze fkiffely than wiſely 
maintaine that bloudte erro2, ſo J will 
call it againe and againe. Foz moſt of. 
that many do wilfully maintaine that 
opinion, becauſs they cannot abide to 
be Gods pꝛiſoners. It is a death to be 
out ot companie, and they had rather 
indanger a thouſand liues, than want 
any part ot their pleaſure oz pꝛoſite. As 
map appeare by the diſcouered courſe 
of many, who hold the Plague to be 
inkectiue, phile they and theirs be wel: 
but when thep oz therrs be infeced; the 
(fozfoth) the Plague is not infectiuc. 
So their reaſon followeth and is fra⸗ 
med to their will, and not their will 
falloweth reaſon to be ruled thereby. 
But me thinkes eucry reaſonable man 
ſhould lay to his owne ſoule: O let me 
be ſure mine opinion touching — in⸗ 

on 


L 2 < Led »f 4 1 > r. . 
* 2 as * 4 * 15 . 4 * bo * * 5 8 2 } = * F 
— Ln Fs 0 "To. . , = 7 * * I 4 ns * © 
» at F = = 
x . v. — © al = by * 
. = 
. 


the Phe exe felon | 29 
infection of the Plague whether nega⸗ 
- tine oz affirmatiue) be vndoubtedly 
true, leſt by maintaining an erroꝛ. in a 
taſe and time ot ſo great moꝛtalitie and 
vnſpeakeable miſeries, J do infinite 
hurt. Fo2 it it be true that the Plagus 
is contagious, then of neceſlitie , he 
that niaintaineth the contrarie, is guil⸗ 
tie of the bloud of ſo many, as are in- 
couraged by his opinion to runne into 
daunger. On the other ſide, if the 
Plague be not contagious, then He 
that maintaineth the contrarie, is guil- 
tie of all the wants and miſeries of ſo 
many as want conuenient reliefe, not 
miniſtred foꝛ foare of contagion, appꝛe⸗ 
hended by the maintenance ok his opi⸗ 
nion. But neighbour, J wonder that 
any ſhould deny the Plague to be cons 
tagious againſt ſo generall and wofull 
erperience. Do not the botches, blains 
and ſpots (called Gods tokens)accom- 
panied with rauing and death, argue 
a ſtraunger infection, then that of the 
Lepꝛoſie, to beivdged by botches and 
ſpots? Doth not the oꝛdinarie experi⸗ 
ence of laying live 3 to plague 
4 
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ſozes, and taking them p2eſently dean 
awap, and that one after another, de- 
monſtrate moztall infedion? Jn that 
the Plague rageth and raigneth eſpe- 
tcially amongſt the younger ſozt, and 
fuch as do not greatly regard cleane 
and werte keeping, and where many 
are peſtred together in alleyes oz hou⸗ 
ſes: is not this an argument of infecti- 
on:? Thouſandes can directly tell, 
where, when, and of whom they twke 
the Plague. Doth not all this make it 
mo2e then manikeſt, that the Plague 
is contagious ? All Pagiſtrates, all 
Diuines, all Phiſitians, all learned 
men, and all wiſemen, in all ages, 
haue held the Plague to be contagious. 
Dare any but blind bayard , be ſo im⸗ 
pudent to deny it, without ſuch rea⸗ 
ſons, as may ſway againſt ſo great ex⸗ 
perience, and fo great authozitie? Jf 
vou haue any ſuch, J pzay pou let me 
heare them. 

Profe ſſ. That I haue any ſuch I cannot 
ſay, in regard of the weaknes of myiudg- 
ment, as alſo of the probabilitie (at leaſt) 
of that Ihaue heard already ſpoken tothe 


contra ry: 
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 _— the Plaones un. 4 
contrary: but ſuch as they be (if it pleaſe 
you) I will bring them out, humbly deſi- 
ring your anſwers, The firſt, is thus vrged 
with open mouth: This opinion of infecti- 
on doeth vtterly ouerthrow charitie to- 
wards the viſited by the plague, being the 
cauſe,why they by whoſe meanes the ſick 
and found ate eſpecially to be prouided 
for, do runne away, viz. Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters, (ſuch I meane as indeed were ne- 
uer faithfull, for ( blefſed be God) many 
faithful remaine )Phiſitians and rich men: 
and why ſo many be thruſt out of doores, 
periſh in town and field for want of help, 
and are ſo cruelly yſed by country people: 
ſothatitis a very countermaund to Chriſt 


his iudgement concerning viſitation of 


the ſicke. But by that which hath bin ſaid, pag. 4,2, 
and by gathering from the laſt point we 26.37. 
talked of, that the preciſe commaunde- Pag. 7, & 


ment touching Lepers to be ſeparated 3 
from Church and companie,was no hin- 
derance to their viſitation, but that they 
were to be miniſtred vnto, according to 
their need: I am for my part induced to 
lay the blame of all this vncharitable dea- 


ling vpon the exceſſive feare of people, 
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ded the dye Plagues in- 
= 4 the Plague be to be 
the infection, yet (as I 


ale eee ucly and inordinath. 
ſuch feare, the cauſe is want of 


faich,rather then the opinion of infection 


as 1 from that which 
W erpoes 


ſo deemed | 
— on ergament 


we have not yet 
Preacb. tay here a while,fo2 I can 
and iwecte keeping , and where many 
are peſtred together in allepes oz hou⸗ 
ſes: is not this an argument of infecti- 
on ? Thouſandes can directly tell, 
where, when, and of whom they toke 
the Plague. Doth tio all this make it 
mo2e then manifeft, that the Plague 
ts confagious ? All Pagiſtrates, all 
Diuines, all Phiũtians, all learned 
men, and all wiſe men, in all ages, 
haue held the Plague to be contagious. 
Dare any but blind bayard , be ſo im⸗ 
pudent to deny it, without ſuch rea» 
ſons, as may ſway againſt ſo great ex- 
perience, and ſo great authozitis? It 
vou haue any ſuch, J pzay pou let me 
heare them. 

Prefeſſ. That I haue any ſuch I cannot 
ſay, in regard of the weaknes of myiudg- 
ment, as alſo of the probabilitie (atlealt) 


of that Ihaue heard already ſpoken tothe 
contrary: 


and found ate eſpecially to be prouided 

for, do runne away, viz. Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters, (ſuch I meane as indeed were ne- 
uer faithfull, for ( bleſſed be God) many 

taithful remaine/ Phiſitians and rich men: 

and why ſo many be thruſt out of doores, 
periſh in town and field for want of help, 
and are ſo cruelly yſed by country people: 
ſo chat it is a very countermaund to Chrut 
his iudgement concerning viſitation of 


the ſic ke. But by that which hath bin ſaid, pag. 445, 
and by gathering from the laſt point we 46.37, 


talke 


of, that the preciſe commaunde- Pag.7,8,% 


ment touching Lepers to ve ſeparated 34* 


from Church and companie, was no hin- 
derance to their viſitation, but that they 
were to be miniſſred vnto, according to 
their need: I am for my part induced to 
lay the blame of all this vncharitable dea- 
ling vpon the exceſſiue feare of people, 


42 A ſtort Dialogue concerning 
occaſioned perhaps, but not well groun- 
ded vpon the opinion of the Plagues in- 
fection: for though the Plague be to be 
fearcd, becauſe of the infection, yet (as I 
take it) not ſo exceſſiuely and inordinatly. 
For of ſuch feare, the cauſe is want of 
faith, rather then the opinion of infection; 
as I may partly gather from that which 
you deliuered before: I will therfore pro- 
pound an argument {ſo deemed } which 
we haue not yet handled. | 

Preach. Stay here a while,fo2 Jcan 
not but thanke God that you iudge ſo 
rightly bet werne mine opinion, and 
others feare of infection. Jf P2ofefſo2s 
would wiſely obſerue what is taughf, 
there would not be ſo many ſpiders to 
ſack ranke poiſon out of ſound doctrine. 
Then might we hold the plague in the 
nature thereof to be contagious, and 
men would not take occaſion befoze it 
be giuen, of erceſſine and inoꝛdinate 
feare : then might we inuey againft ex- 
teſſiue and inoꝛdinate feare, and men 


would not take occaſion befoꝛe it be gi⸗ 


uen, of inoꝛdinate and dangerous pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption: but feliſh men (as wiſe men 
obſerue) 


the TPlagnes infettion 43 
obſerue/are euer running into extremi⸗ 
ties. Af Paul teach, that we are tuſtificd Rom:. ax 
by faith, without the wozks of the law; 
the carnal goſpeller taketh occaſton bes 
foʒe it be giuen, to neglea god woꝛkes. 
And ik lames teach, that faith without lam 2.26 
wozkes is dead, the arrogant Papilt 
taketh occaſion befoꝛe it be ginen, to ad⸗ 
uance god wozkes to merite and ſuper- 
erogation. Mine heart bleedeth to heare 
ok the crueltie and lnhumanitie you 
mentioned:ſo that if J were in the cun⸗ 
trey , J would (by Gods grace) ſet my 
lelfe againſt thoſe damnable effects of 
ino2dinate feare , and make it euident 
that the Plague is not ſo contagious 
as erceſſine feare makes it to be. But 
now a follow this courſe ( which God 
bleſſe) becauſe J liue where the contra- 
rie ſinne of Pꝛeſumption is moꝛe gene⸗ 
rall, and moꝛe dangerous both becauſe 
of that bloudy errour, as alſo of the ab- 
ſence of Magiſtrates, who ſheuld lee 
god oꝛders put in execution: thzough 
which default it is come to paſſe , that 
men, women and childzen with run⸗ 
ning ſozes, go commonly abꝛoade, and 
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44 Ü Sort Dialogue concerning 
thauſt themſelues into company,ſo that 
ſome haue perceiued when they toke 
the infection of ſuch . How many map 
be ſuppoſed to haue taken the infection 
from ſuch, though they perceiued it not? 
J would be loth to make Pagiſtrates 
neglecting their charge, guiltie of all 
this bloud : but (if J were in place) J 
would humbly and earneſtly intreate 
them, ſeriouſip to conſider the mine firſt 
verſes of the 27. of Deuteronomy, where 
they may learne, how fearefull they(of 
all other) ſhould be of bloud-guilfines, 
But leauing them to Gods direction, J 
p2ay vou pꝛopound pour argument lo 
demed. 

Profeſſ. That Iwill, and as neare as I 
can) in ſuch ſort as it is inforced. If the 
Plague be contagious, why is not one ia - 
fected as well as another? I haue lyen in 
bed with many that haue hadithe plague- 
ſores ru ning on them, Ihaue bene ill 
about them, when they ſwet, their ſores 
brake, and Sreath went out = their bo- 
dies,andyetI(anda great number beſides 
me, who haue done as much ) hadneuer 
the plague yet, and truſt neuerſhal,ſo long 
As 


the Plagues infection. 45 
as I haue a ſtrong faith in God: for is it 
not written, Thou Salt not be afraid of the P2l.g1.y,6, 
peftilence for thouſands ſhal fal beſides thee, 119+ 
et it ſhall not come neare thee ; for thou haſt 
ſaid,The Lord is my hope. 
Preacher. This aduenturous argu⸗ 
ment ſtandeth vpd two points, viz.firſt 
the eſcaping of ſome, and ſecondly their 
ſtrong faith. Concerning the fozmer, J 
anſwer, (in the name of the opponent) _ 
Is thine eye euill becauſe God is good! Tilt Mat2o-rg. 
thon by thy blody errour poiſon other, 
becauſe God hath gloꝛified his ſpeciall 
pꝛouidence oucr thee? Js this thy thank- 
fulneſſe fo2 ſo great deliuerance, to obs 
ſcure Gods p2outdence by attributing 
thine eſcape to this, that the plague is 
not infectue ? Conſider better the very 
text alleaged fo2 thy ſtrong faith, and 
vou may (if vou will) ſe clearely , that 
God doth hereby ſet fozth his p2out- 
dence, in that he pꝛeſerueth thoſe that 
truſt in him, and walke in his wapes, 
by Angels, and then, when by the peſti⸗ 
lence , thouſands fall about them: foz 
the greater the daunger is, the greater 
is Gods pꝛouidente in deliuering his 


46 A ort Dialogue concerning 


people:as may further appeare by their 


rf ig walking vpon Lions, Aſpes and Dꝛa⸗ 


gons, mentioned in the ſame Pſalme, 
Cherefoze take heede how you obſcurc 
the pzouidence of God, and dzaw many 
into daunger by denying the plague to 
be contagious; left as he that feared 
not the day of the Lo2zd, met with a 
Beare when he had eſcaped a Lion : ſo 
you mecte with a iudgement heamer fo 
pon, though vou ſtill eſcape theplague. 
But neighbour, J will turne my ſpeech 
to pou, pꝛaping you fo conſider this 
Pſalme wel, and you ſhall ſe me pꝛoue 
from the ſame the Plague to be tonta⸗ 
gious. Foꝛ if an extrao2dinary pꝛoui⸗ 
dence of God be manikeſted in pꝛeſer⸗ 
uing thoſe that bel&ene from peſtilence, 

then is the peſtilence very dangerous: 

as be the Lion, Aſpe and Dꝛagon, but 

the foꝛmer is true, therefoꝛe the latter. 

It then the peſtilence be dangerous fo 

one that is in the middeſt of thouſands 
dying thereof, if muſt needes be fo by 
contagion: as may further appeare, in 
that it is called noiſome; and in that it 


Plal.9g1.3,7 is ſaid, it ſball not come neare thee. But let 


vs 


ö 
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ofthat huge argument,layed downe in 
this koꝛme. Pany haue bene with the 
ſicke of the plague, when they ſwet, xc. 
t pet are not infeded, therefoꝛe it is not 
contagious . Certaine Pꝛieſts ſaid fo 


a Philoſopher , All theſe. monuments -- 


which vou ſe in this Temple, be in re- 
membzance of ſo many deliuered from 
ſhipw2acke , by pꝛaper to the God of 
this Temple. But (quoth the Philoſos 
pher) can you ſhew me how many 
pꝛaped, and pet periſhed? As the Philo- 
ſophers anſwer was ſtronger againſt 
their God then the Pꝛieſts obſeruation 
was foz their God: ſo it maketh much 
moze to pꝛoue the plague to be conta- 
gious, to ſap:an hundzed (if not a thous 
ſand ) infected by being whers the 
plague is, may be bꝛought foz one that 
eſcaped . Againe, if that argument be 
god, then theſe be as god: Pany haue 
had the plague ſozes and were ſick, and 
pet died not; therefoꝛe the plague is not 
in it owne nature moztall . Man run 
vpon the mouth of a canon, and eſcape, 
therfoze canon ſhot is not murthering. 


* tatriethe flrengthaf theſameryart-- 
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A fort Diab uc concerning 
Profeſſ. We ſee the canon ſhot to kil, 
but we ſee not the Plague to infect. 


Preach, By common experience it is 
obſerued, that ſouring ot d2inke , and 
other effects follow thunder, wherunto 
they are attributed: and childzen take 
the ſmall pockes comming where they 
be: though it be not ſeene how thunder 
and being where ſmall pocks are, cauſe 
ſuch effects . Why then ſhould we not 
feare aſwell the peſtilence that walketh 
in darknes, as the plague that deſtrop⸗ 
eth at none dap: ith by common expe⸗ 
riente it is obſerued, that thouſands 
fall ficke of the plague p2eſently vpon 
their being where it is, though it be not 
ſene how y infectid is conueped. Truly 
the commõ people herein do litle differ 
from bꝛute beaſts:in that /fo2 the moſt 
part) theꝝ are moued by ſenſe, and not 
byreaſon. 

. Prof. Ifeare it is ſo in too many: for go- 


ing amongſt thẽ, I hardly perceiue one of 
ten once looke for help, though they haue 
a riſing of the plague in ſome part of their 
body vntil they be heart ſick, & then often 
they ſeeke for help too late. Whereas if in 
reaſon 


the Plagues infeflion, 49 | 


reaſõ they wold cõſider, that as the pla 
may be ſome good time in the garmẽt, 
fore it infect the ourward parts), fo it may 
be in the fleſh a good while, before it 
ſtrike the very heart, no doubt they wold 
betime preuent the worſt . Through 
which default Iam perſwaded hundreds 
do periſh daily: but commending ſuch to 
Gods gracious prouidence, I pray you 
tell me what cauſes are giuen by the lear- 
ned, why ſo many eſcape , though they 
be continually in ſo great daunger of the 
Plague, as hath bene ſaid. pag. 

Preach. There be cauſes both na- 
turall and diuine. Foz naturall cauſes 
I referre you fo learned Phiſifians, 
Dnely J will ſhew you ſomewhat, 
which euerp reaſonable man (as A 
thinke may tonceiue.Befoꝛe any qua- 
litie, god 02 bad, can qualifie any ſub⸗ 
iec, the ſubied muſt be firff diſpoſed 
thereunto, o2 capable thereof. The Sa⸗ 
lamander liueth in the fire, though the 
flie, playing with the flame of a candle 
ts conſumed therewith . Gun powder 
takes fire pꝛeſently, but ſo doth not 
chalks. Soperſons of 8 tender conſti⸗ 
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50 eAſhort Dialogue concerning | 
tution, 02cozrupt humours ſoner take 
the Plague , then thoſe that be of a 
ſtrong conſtitution, 4 ſound bodies, as 
hath bene ſaid:4 ſome infected are much 
fuller of poiſonfull cozruption then o⸗ 
ther. The infirmities of many women 
in trauell, and other diſeaſes turne vn- 
to the Plague. We ſe few auncient 
people die in compariſon of childzen, 
and the younger ſozt. Laſtly of thoſe 
that keepe a god diet, haue cleane and 
ſweet keeping, ine in a god aire, vſe 
reaſonable and ſeaſonable pꝛeſerua⸗ 
tiues, and be not peſtred many in one 
houſe, oꝛ haue conuenient houſe-rome 
fo: their houſhold, we ſee few infected 
in compariſon of thoſe, that faile in all 
thele awd meanes of pꝛeſeruation, and 
yet will thꝛuſt themſetues into danger. 
This well conſidered, may not an ar- 
gument be dzawn from hence;to p2oue 
(euen byreaſon)that the lague is not 
ſo infediue as faithleſſe:people tan⸗ 
c2tue, and therefozethey need not feare 
the Plague ſo extreamely as they do? 
But J will pꝛocæd to the diuine cauſes 


oʒ reaſons. Che chiefe wheredf is —— 
: od 


infection. 5t 


| the Plague 
God wozketh 


3 after the coun- 2 1. 1. 


ſell ol his owne will, and therefoze he Nomg. 13 


bath mertis on whome he will haue 


ee Foz thou 
ſies ſought to lay hands en Chai pet 
they could not, befoze the appointed 
time tame: and | therefoze be yp Plague 
neuer ſo contagious i in itowne nature, 
none can be ſmitten with it, but thole, 


whom God hath deal appointed | 


Profeſſ. Here I remember an opinion 
of ſome people (with whom I con- 
uerſe) whereby they ſeeme to thẽſelues, 
to reconcile the df erence, rouching the 
Plagues infection; and that | is this. Fer 
one ( ſay they) go neuer ſo daungerouſly 
where the Plague is, he cannot die be- 
fore his time, and yet indeed he may take 
the ſickneſſe. What thinke you of this 
opinion? 

Preach. What thinkeJ ol it: as J 
do ol other opinions which bꝛain · icke 
men / deſpiſing the woꝛd of God, any 
* thereof) do fozge in their 
antaſticall bzaine-pans. How 
witti euer it me to hem. A tel you 


ntercie,and none 1 45 die but they who 1. . 
gh the Phart- oh. 7. 30. 


53 MA ſfoort Dialogue concerning | 
it ſauoureth ſtronglp of Epicuriſme. 
Fo2 doth God viſpoſe of capitall and 
pꝛincipall, and not oflefſe matters, as 
Epicures dzeame? Shall we ſay : The 


P(3/.63.20-;gues of death belong to the Lozd, and 


ſhall we doubt with the Philiffims , 


1.5am.6. whether ſickneſſe be by chaunce? It 


they knew the ©criptures they might 


Luc.r2.6. learne, that God fo2getteth not ſpar⸗ 
Mat. 10.29 rgwes, but ſo regardeth them, that 


without him, not one of them falleth 
to the ground. Doubtleſſe Gods pꝛoui⸗ 
dente is the ſame, though not alike 
manifeſt, in litle and great matters. 
Profeſſ. The more I conferre with 
you, the more I perceiue (I thank God 
for it) the preſumptuous wit of fooliſh 
men, and herein I ſee euidently, that they 
meaſure the infinite prouidence of God. 
by the ſhallowneſſe of their owne capa- 
citie. The Lord graunt vs grace to vnder- 


Rom. 12, ſtand according to ſobrietie. I haue ano- 
ther argument againſt the opinion of in- 
fection from the prouidence of God , but 
I would firſt heare ſome mo cauſes or 
reaſous, why ſo many eſcape fo great 


danger of infection. 


Preach, 
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Preach. Neighbour you ftill harpe 
vpon, ſo many,ſo manp. fell you they 
be few 02 noneſin c on of them, 
who vaily are infected by being within 
daunger ofthe Plague. As fo2 pour des 
ſire to heare mo cauſes, J am contenf 


to ſatiſfie the ſame. But J muſk firlt tei 


you, that he is happy who can know 


the cauſes of things, to the end you 


may content pour ſelfe with thoſe few 
Itan pzeſently gather out ofthe wozd. 
God pꝛeſerueth ſome to manifeſt his 
power and pꝛouidente. As may aps 
peare by the 91. Pſalme befoze diſcuſs 
ſed: and by Ela. 1. 9 (2) God will take 
none hence befoze they haue done him 
all that ſeruice, which in his counſell 
was appointed, as appeareth by theſe 
places, Luk. 1 3.31, 32.33, and Act. 13, 
36. (3 God reſerueth ſome fo2 an hea⸗ 
uicr judgement, as may appeare by 
theſe places: 1. King. 19.17. 2. King. 8. 
10, 15. Amos 5.16,17. And 4, towards 
ſome he perfourmeth his pꝛomiſe in 
pꝛeſeruing them, in their wayes : that 
is, wayes whereinto God calleth the; 
acco2ding to the 91. Cr verſ. 1 1. 
3 
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Foz which cauſe Pꝛieſts, though tas 
king often view of Lep2ofte, were pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued, as J ſhewed befoze, and kee⸗ 
pers, buriers, and ſuch as haue netella⸗ 
rie cauſe of comming to the infected of 
the Plague, are foꝛ the moſt part) now 
pꝛeſerued Ss that Peter may boldly go 
on the water when Chꝛiſt biddeth him 
come. As you map reade, Mat. 14. 28,29. 
Perofeſſ. Ithank you heartily for yeel- 
ding me this ſatisfaction. For amongſt 
allycur good notes I take hold of the ſe- 
cond with ſome comfort, and thereon 
ones this concluſion: If Iſhall not die, 
efore I haue done God all the ſeruice I 
am appointed: why ſhold I be vnwilling 
to die, when my time 1s come, and not 
rather be prepared to ſay, yea fing with 
Luk.2,29. good old Simeon: Lord now letteſt thou thy 
ſeruant depart in peace. But I miſſe one 
principall cauſe of preſeruation from the 
Plague: to wit, A ſtrong faith according 

to the 91. Pſalme. 


Preach. J thought verilp you wold 
not let go pour hold on that part of the 
mightie argument. But J aſſure pou 
there is no ſuch fozce in it, as it ſeemeth 

to 


| the Naga infection. 
ts haue. Nay rather it — 
the fozmer part of that argument. Foz 
in that Pſalme, the pꝛomiſe of pꝛeſer⸗ 
nation is not made only, to our taking 
hold of Gods pꝛomiſe, but alſo to aur 
walking in our wayes. Wherefaze as 
that faith which ſtandeth vpon the 
pꝛetept (which is implyed) to walke in 


our wayes, and foꝛgetteth as it were) 


the pꝛomiſe of helpe, fanoureth of di⸗ 
ſtruſt in God. Do that faith which ta⸗ 
keth hold ofthe pꝛomiſe, neglecting the 
pzecept, ſauoureth of pꝛeſumption and 
therefoꝛe hauing no pꝛomiſe (with cõ⸗ 
foztable aſſurance) cannot hope foz 
pꝛeſeruation. Again, though faith do 
equally reſpec both the pꝛomiſe e the 
p2ccept, yet (ith all tempoꝛall bleſſings 
are pꝛomiſed, not abſolately but condi⸗ 
tionally, ſo farre as the perfozmance 
ok them ſhall be to the glozie of God, 
and god ofthe beigeuer, as J wil pꝛoue 
ik need require, it cannot be otherwiſe 
allured of pꝛeſeruation, then with rel⸗ 
pect to thoſe conditions. Jf without 
ſuch reſpect it be abſolutely afſared, the 
itis not faith, but 9 Except 
E4 
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you will haue it to be a miraculous 
faith, which taketh hold of the will of 
God inſtantly and by inſpiration re- 
ueiled. But that faith lineth and 
dieth with miracles , becauſe (J ſay a- 
gaine it hath no pzomiſe. Foz howſoe- 
uer ſaluation be abſolutely pꝛomiſed to 
beleeuers, becauſe it is reuealed that 
the perfozmance of that pꝛomiſe is foz 
Gods moſt gloꝛy and the beleuers beſt 
god, and is therefoze abſolutely to be 
beleued: petbecauſe it is not reucaled 
at any time, that then the perfozmance 
of a tempozall pzcmiſe, is foz Gods 
molt glozy and the bele&ners beſt god; 
therefoze a tempozall pꝛomiſe, is in the 
nature thereof, conditional, and acco2- 
dingly to be beleeued. Laſtly, do pou not 
perceiue that the ſtronger faith is re⸗ 
quired, the greater danger is ſuppoſed. 
But if the plague be not contagious, 
what daunger is there: ik no daunger, 
what nerd of faith? 

Profeſſ. There is no need you ſhould 
proue your conditions: for they ſtand 
with all reaton, ſith God hath made all 
things for his owne ſake , and promiferh 

dcliuerance 
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deliverance for his glory ſake, and his Pal. 5. 15, 
promiſes pretend the good of his people. & 3%. 
But yet it will not out of my mind, but | 
that godly men who die in this plague, do 
therefore die becauſe they faile in faith: I 
meane not touching their ſaluation, but 
touching the particular promiſe of pre- 
ſeruation from the plague. Therefore 
pray you for my better inſtruction, ſhew 
me how by the death of godly men dying 
ofthe plague, and beleeuing the promiſes - 
both of eternall ſaluation and temporall 
preſeruation, God may haue glory and 
the deceaſed benefit, 

Preach, I graunt that a right godly 
man may faile , as in obedience to the 
pꝛecept of keping his wayes , by pꝛe⸗ 
ſumption : ſo in faith to the pꝛomiſe of 
pꝛeſeruation, by feare, eſpecially when 
he heareth nothing but crying of wines 
and childzen , mourning of huſbands 
and parents, ſoꝛrowing of friends and 
kinſfolke, and withall ſeth the plague 
wekely to increaſe from tens to hun⸗ 
dꝛeds, from hundzeds fo thouſands, 
and tod2aw nearer and nearer to him- 


ſelle, and that God in vifiting him may 
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iuffly take hold of this feare: fo Peter 


Ma. 14.29. walked on the water fo2 a while, but 


30. 


Luk 3.31. 


Deut. 94. 


when he ſaw a mightie wind, he was 
afraid and began to ſinke. But this po⸗ 
ſition, A godly man dying of the plague 
failed in faith, touching pꝛomiſed pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation, J hold to be as vnſound as 
this: All godly men dying befoze their 
dayes be long, failed i in honouring their 
father and mother . But J will ſhew 
you in a woꝛd how the death of godly 
men dying of the plague, and in the ab- 
ſalute faith of eternall ſaluation , and 
conditionall faith of tempozall pzeſer- 
uation, may be to Gods gloꝛie and the 
beleeuers god: foz by the death of the 
faithfull, God gloziſieth his iuſtice and 
wiſedome. Nis iuſtice amongſt the wit⸗ 
ked, in giuing them cauſe to ſap, Af GC d 
ſpare not the griene trie, what will be- 
come of the dꝛie? His wiſedom amongſt 
the godlp, leaſt they ſhould ſay, Foz our 
righteouſneſſe we are deliuered. As fo2 
the good of the beleener , J maruell that 
you ſhould fozget that which is ſo often 
taught in funerall ſermons, that as the 


wicked are reſerued foz a furthermiſ- 
chiefe, 


the Plagues infefion, 59 : 
chiefe, ſo the rightedus is taken away E£#a.57.1. 
from the euill to come: befides, that he Reu. 1413. 
refteth in gloꝛie from mo and greater K 16.3. 
laboꝛs, then the wicked are commonly 
ſubiec vnto. 
Profeſſ. God helpe vs, for our owne 
conceiued errours will hardly out of our 
minds, but we eaſily forget that which 
may reforme our iudgement. Well, ac- 
knowledging that you haue fully anſwe-- 
red my firſt argument, I proceed to ano- 
ther, grounded on the providence of 
Gods, in this fort. If God ſhootehis ar- 
rowes ata certaine marke, and not at ran- 
don, if none die before his hower: and 
if thoſe that are appointed to die,ſhal dy, 
and thoſe that are appointed to periſh by 
{word or famine, ſhall ſo periſh, and none 
other, as you proued euẽ nowʒotherwiſe I p,, 5. 
had thoſe proofes ready for this purpoſe: J 
then if Igo where the plague is a thou- 
ſand times, I ſhall not die of the plague, if 
God haue not appointed me to dy there- 
of: and if he haue, I ſhall die thereof 
though I come not nearc it by a thouſand 
miles. 


Preach. Pow now neighbour , ſtap 
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Tob.z7.2. 


vou there, ſhall we haue no concluſion? 
All this is granted: but what infer you 
hereupon touching our queſtion? 

Profeſſ. Truſt me ſir you pole me now, 
T have ſhot the bolt which many deeme 
to be a kill cow. But indeed I know not 
to what purpoſe. 

Preach. Then may pou ſ& what kind 
ofreaſoners heady people be:euen ſuch 
as are blamed by God fo2 darkning the 
counſell of God with woꝛds without 
knowledge. But to viſe the wo2ds of 


1.Cor.4.19 Paul, if God will, I will know, not the 


wo2ds of them that are puffed vp, but 
the power, To bꝛing this about, vnder⸗ 
ftand that vpon that ground of Gods 
p2outdence,you mult of neceſſity frame 
one oftheſe two arguments, if you will 
reaſon to the purpoſe : None can die of 
the plague but ſuch as are ſpecially ap⸗ 
pointed thereunto, therefoꝛe the plague 
is not contagious: 02 this: None can 
die, Ec. but ſuch ec. therfoze we map as 
boldly reſo2t to them that are ſicke of 
the plague, as to thoſe that are ſicke of 
any other diſeaſe. Mhich of theſe coclu- 
ſions do you like better? oz do pou — 

oth? 


4 the P rindi G1 
both?o2 will pou make ſome other that 
map ſerue pour turne better: 


Profeſſ. If neither of theſe will ſerue 
the turne, I cannot imagine any other: 
for my dull wit could not ſo diſtinctiy 
haue gathered theſe, I ſee that learning is 
a good help to iudgemẽt: for the very 2 
ming of theſe in this ſeuerall ſort (which 
I neuer heard before) maketh me ſtagger. 
For the former concluſion ſeemeth now 
to be abſurd: for (as Ino conceiue) by 
the ſame reaſon, the bloudy ſword in a fu- 
rious battell, and extreme famin amongſt 
a multitude of miſerable poore people, 
may be concluded to be in their owne na- 
ture without daunger of death: for in the 
ſame chapter of Jeremy (now ſo much vr- 
ged) it is as well ſaid, Such a4 are for the ler. 132 
ſword to the ſword, and ſuch as are for the 
famine to the famine, as Such as are appoi 
ted to death vnto death. As for the ſecond 
concluſion, if the plague be contagious, I 
ſce nothow itholdeth good. Bur yet I 
pray you to ſay ſome what to it, that I may 
the better ſatisfie my ſelfe and other, as 
occaſion ſhall ſerue. 


Preach. Certaine Anabaptiſtes of 
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Amſterdam , croſſing the ſeas viſually 
without any weapons,were demanded 
why ther did ſo, conſidering the Dun⸗ 
kirkers were then abꝛoade ? They an- 
ſwered , If God haue determined that 
we ſhall fall into their hands, we ſhall 
nat eſcape though we had all the guns 
and weapons in the wozld:if God haue 
determined otherwiſe , we ſhall eſcape 
though we haue no weapons, noz any 
ſhew of defenſiue pꝛouiſion. Another 
being ſicke of the plague, and aduiſed to 
take ſome phiſick, denieth ſo to do, vſing 
the ſame argument. What thinke you 
of theſe concluſions ? | 

Profeſſ. If the onely ſetting downe of 
your former concluſions , did make me 
ſtagger, the laying oftheſe by them (and 
that in ſo goodly proportion) mult needs 
make me ſtumble: for now 1 ſee not, but 
that we may as wel holdit vnneceſſary to 
eate and drinke, though it be for a yeare 
together, if God haue determined that we 
ſhall liue ſo long. 

Preach. There is great difference 
in the caſes pꝛopounded by me, and 
that pꝛopounded by vou. Fo2 it is im⸗ 
poſſible 
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poſſible to ine a veare without meate 
and dzinke , except God wozke a mi⸗ 
racle : but the Anabaptiſts might 
happely eſcape the Dunkirkers by not 
meeting with them: e there may be in 
a man, though in outward appearance 
dangersufly ſicke of the plague, vet 
ſome ſecret power of nature to pꝛe⸗ 
uaile againſt the diſeaſe, 
Profeſſ. All this may be; And yet be- 
cauſe the Anabaptiſt, and ſicke man do 
not know that God hath determined 
ſuch a miſſe, and graunted ſuch a power, 
they both preſume (in mine opiniorr)as 
well as he, that refuſeth meat and drinke: 
becauſe they neglect lawfullmeanes, the 
one of defence, the other of recouety. 
Prea:h. Now haue pou hit vpon the 
very point. Foz God, who is onely 
wile, hath in his counſell determined 
the meanes as well as the euent. 


ternall ſaluation, wherein we ſer, that 


Which appeareth, as in the caſe of e- * Noms. 
Act. 13.48. 


God calleth all them to faith whom he Ioh. 6. 35. 


pꝛedeſtinated to life: and cũtrarimiſe, 
he leaueth them in their repꝛobate 
minds, whom he hath oꝛdained fo ton⸗ 


64 A ſhort Dialogue concermng 
demnation : ſo in caſes of tempozall 


delinerances. Fo2 though God graun- 


1 Kin. 20, ted Hezeckiah retouerp, pet he pzeſcri- 


3.7. 


44. 27. 11. Li was aſſured by an Angell, that 


bed a plaiſter foz his ſoze. And though 


2324.31. Nat one in ſhip with him ſhould be 


loft: pet, if they had vſed any other 
meanes of pꝛeſeruation, then God had 
determined, they could not be ſafe. And 
howſoener Chziſt tould not die befoze 
his houre (as hath bene ſapd) pet his 
lite was pꝛeſerued till that houre by 
Guming danger. On the other ſide: 


Deur. a. a6. ag God had determined to gine S. ben x 


30. 


his land vnto the Iſraelites, ſo he made 
his heart obſtinate to refuſe peace, the 
onelp meane of his pꝛeſeruation. 

Prefeſſ. I perceive your meaning; 
namely, from all theſe inſtances to con- 
clude, that as God hath determined to 
infect any with the plague vnto death, or 
otherwiſe, ſo hath he determined , by 
whatmeanes they ſhould be infected: I 
graunt all this. But do you thinke that 
taking infection one from another is the 
onely meanc? 


Preach, No: Foz there nut ofne- 
«cv, No: Foz th — 


the Plagnes infection. eq 
ceſſity be (a Firſt) that is inteded, we 
ſe the godly aſwell as the wicked, and 
not onely pong and poze folke, but ans 
cient and wealthy perſons: yea ,ſugh 
as dwell in a god aire, and auoid infec? 
tion with all care, to haue the plague 
as well as other: foz otherwiſe how 
were it a calamiip, 02 a idgement ? 
And vet many of them (J doubt not) 
are infected by being in company of 
ſome other infected, in perſon, 02 gar⸗ 
ment, though they do not percetue it 
many dapes after, fo2 cauſes giuen 
befoze. But to anſwer your queſtion Pa2.4s. 
moz2e fully: J will tell pou, what 1 
thinke further: To wit. As Cod him⸗ 
felfe bꝛingeth ſome to their deſtruction, 
by wozking vpon,and by the ſpiritual 
cozruption he findeth in their ſoules, 
as Pharaoh and Son, but many moe Exo. 4.ar. 
by oufward meanes , as our firſt pa- Deu. i. 30. 
rents and R choboar: : ſo he himſelfe 82 26; 
infeceth ſome, by tui ning the naturall , Chro 10. 
02 acciventall cozruption he findicth in 14.15. 
their bodies into the plague, but ( ac- 
co2ding to his pꝛouidence) he viſiteth 
many moe, by the — of taking in⸗ 
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fection one from another. But howſo- 
euer God ſtriketh whom he will wm- 
modiatlp, pet the Plague being conta⸗ 
gious in it owne nature, it cannot be 
denied, but that one man map be infe⸗ 
>ed by another, except Gods pꝛoui⸗ 
dence be to the contrary? Now be⸗ 
cauſe that cannot be kno wne, but by 
the euent, therekoꝛe as the Anabap⸗ 
tiſt, ſicke and hungry men p2eſume (in 
your opinion) when they neglec the 
meanes of their defence, recouerp and 
feeding: ſo he that doth not kepe him⸗ 
ſelfe from the daunger of infection, ex⸗ 
cept he haue a neceſſary calling, doth 
by ſuch neglecting his owne ſafetp, pꝛe⸗ 
ſums on Gods p2ouidence . Foz (to 
confirme you in your opinion) it is 


Pcu,z9.29 Witten : That ſecret things belong to 


God, and reueiled things belong to vs. 
So that J may conclude , that ſith the 
pꝛouidence of God touching life oz 
death is ſecret befo2e the euent, and it 
is reuealed, that the Plague is conta⸗ 
gious : therefoze it followeth, that 
howſoener it be true that none can die 
of the Plague, but ſuch as are ſpecially 
appoin- 


h the Plagues infeftion, 
appointed thereunto, pet there ought 
of to be that bold and free reſozt to 
them, that are ſicke of the plague, as 
to thoſe that are ſicke of any other dif 
eaſe. To confirme this point further, 
thus J argue: A wanton oꝛ vnneceſſay 
ry putting of God to the manifeſtation 
of his power oz ſpeciall pꝛouidence, is 


a tempting of the Almighty: as max 


appeare by theſe places,Plal.78.18.19. 
Eſa. 7. 12. Math.4.6.7. But to runne ins 
to danger of the plague without neceſ⸗ 
ſary cauſe, as they do, who reſozt as 
boldly and freely to them that are ſicke 
ok the plagus, as to thoſe that are ſicke 
ok any other diſcaſe, is wantonly and 
vnneceſſarily to put God fo manifeſt 
his power and ſpeciall pꝛouidence in 
pꝛeſeruing them from the Plague: 
therefoze to runne into danger of the 
plague without neceſary cauſe, as 
they do, who reſo2t as boldlp, cis a 
tempting of the Almighty . The ab 
ſumption o2 ſecond p2opoſifio J pꝛoue 
by the fourth of Mathew, verſe ,6. 7. 
where Satan would haue perſwaded 
Chziſt to calf * downe from a 
* 2 
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pinacle ot the Temple, vpon this pze- 
ſumption, that the angeln had charge 
to pzeſcrue him, being the Wonne or 
God. Where it is to be noted, that 
Chꝛiſt doth not take knowledge of Das 
tan his abuſing the Plalme 91. by him 
alleaged, in putting in theſe words, 
At anic time, foz theſe, In all thy 
wayes : but alledgeth another Scrip- 
ture foꝛbidding vs to tempt the Lozd 
dur God, Mhereby it is euident, that 
to pꝛeſume vpon Gods pꝛotecion, 
when we are not in our wapes, oꝛ to 
neglect meanes (as the ſtaires of the 
pinacle were) is to tompt the Almigh- 
ty, and that without neceſſarp cauſe: 
ts runne into danger, as Satan would 
haue had Chꝛiſt to haue done, is to be 
out of our wapes, therefoze to runne 
into danger of the plague, without a 
neceſſarp cauſe, is to tempt the Al⸗ 
mighty. Thus you ſe, that from the 
pꝛouidence of God, pou cannot con⸗ 
clude , that either the plague is not 
contagious, o we need not ſhunne it 
moꝛe than other diſeaſes. Inderd bpon 
that ground, he that hath a 8 
cau 


the Plagwes tnfe 


may thus argue: It is the reuealed 
will of God, that J am in my wap, and 
therefozehaue a pꝛamiſe ot pꝛeſerua⸗ 
tion, ifif ſhall bete Gods glozy, and 
my gad, and it is not reuealed, that 4 
ſhall be infected, therfaꝛze J may pꝛoterd 


8 
taule of reſo2t where the plague is, 


with hope and comfozt. J ſay moꝛe 


from the pzouidence of God manife- 
ſted, the bel&uer ought in euery affli- 
tion, to conclude thus: Yowſoeuer J 


vled meanes as Dax did to pꝛeuent 2 Sim, 72. 


22,23, 


this affliction, yet perceining by the e- 
uent that God hath decreev it, J will 
(by his grace) take it patiently as Da- 
vid alfo did. Thus fo2 pour fatiſfacion 
IJ hauefaydthat which J thinke fuffi- 
ctent to the ſecond concluſion. But pet 
if yon haue any thing to reply, oꝛ any 
other argument to obtect againſt the 
infection of the Plague, J would not 
haue von (in any caſe) to hold it in. 

Prof, If I ſtaggered and fumbled 
before, how is it likely chat I ſhould be 
able to reencounter . in this skir- 
miſh?] am therefore to ſeeke ſupply 


from another obiection, which if you 
. F 3 
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70 A foort Dialogue roncerning 
ouerthrow I muſt yeeld : for J remem · 
ber no moe. But before J aſſault you 
with that , perceiuing by yourdiſcourſe, 
that ſnunning the plague is the cauſe of 
preſeruation;as being within the danger 
thereof is the cauſe of infection, I pray 
your judgement touching flying into the 
country for feare of infectiõ: which ſome 
iuſtifie, by theſe words of Salomon: The 
prudent man ſeeth the Plague, and hideth 
hins{elfe. Other ſay this place is miſcon- 
ſtrued, yea ſome preach againſt Flying in- 
tothe countrey becauſe of the plague , 
Preach. If you had ſayd, a cauſe, 
in ſtead of, the cauſe, yon had moze 
rightly repozted my mind: foꝛ Jhane 
deliuered ſund2y cauſes 03 meanes of 
Infection and Pꝛeſeruation. Amongft 
the reſt, I thinke,going,and abiding in 
the countrey, to be an excellentmeane 
(init ſelfe) of pꝛeſeruation. But that 
this meane map be ſanctified to them 
that vſe it, let it be conſidered , Who 
may take the benefit thereof,and Yow 
it is to be vſed . J thinke that they 
whole reſidence is not neceſſary, may 
take the benefit of going into —_ 
rep, 


- the Plagues infeltion, 


conſidering thoſe 4.ſozts of people who 


you taxed foz running away , viz. Pae, 4r. 


Pagiſtrates, Piniſters, Phiſitians, 
and rich men. As foz Magiſtrates and 


fident : the one fo2 reaſons J gaue be⸗ 
foze: the other foz reaſons no leſſe eui⸗ 
dent. Fo2 when will they offer to God 
the ſupplications of his pcople foz 
belpe and health, if not now, when 
their miſerie is ſo great? When will 
they comfozt the afflicted, if not now, 
when there be ſo many Wofull huſ- 
bands and wines , parents and chil⸗ 
dzen, friends and kinſfolkes 2 When 
will they p2euaile againſt ſinne with 
the woꝛd of erhoztation, if not now, 
when men are humbled with the pu- 
niſhment of inne? And when will 
they do god by p2eparing men fo pa- 
tience, and teaching them to make 
god vſe of affliction, if not now, when 
(euery houre) they _ come to the 
4 


71 
trey, as well as a man, who hath a 
large houſe, may remone from one ſide 
infected, to another not infeded. But 
let vs further examine this point by 


Miniſters, J thinke they ſhould be re⸗ 
Pag. 43.4. 
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72 Aſhort Dialogue Concerning 
triall of their faith and wiſezome in 
Chꝛiſt Jeſus ? J will ſay no moze, ſith 
Chꝛiſt hath ſayd inough , when he ſet⸗ 
teth it downe, as a p2operty of an hire⸗ 
ling to leaue the ſhepe when he ſeth 
the Molle comming. As foz Phi⸗ 
ſitions, A onely pꝛopound this que- 
ſtion: Whether they be beund in 
conſcience to be reſident , in regard of 
their p2ofeſſion, and ability to do god, 
o2 they may ble their liberty to ſhift fo: 
themſelues, c (as they thinke) fo2 their 
liues, in regard they are no publicke 
perſons, and liue (not by a tommon ſti⸗ 
pend, but) by what they can get. But 
howſoener this queſtion be anſwered, 
J dare ſay thus much, That a Phiſi- 
tion, who may do much moꝛe god than 
a kæper, hath as great intereſt in Gods 
pꝛomiſe and pꝛouidente. There remai⸗ 
neth Rich men to be conſidered, under 
which name J vnderftand alſo ſuch as 
are able to pꝛouide fo themſelues a- 
bꝛoad. I thinke they may go and abide 
inthe countrey , ith the god they can 
do (as they be richmen) isto releue 
the ſicke and needy : which they * 
| 0 
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do well inough, without their rell⸗ 
dence,ifthey were ſo well minded. To 
which purpole J ſpake ſomewhat be- pg. 25. 
foze. But though they may be non re⸗ 


berty, as a cloake of their nanghtines, 
and therefoze let them conſider : how, 
o2 with what cantions, they are to vſs 
that benefite . The cautions be two: 
One concerning Feare. The other 
concerning Loue. Their feare muſt P84. 


be neither exceſſiue, one argument z _ 


whereof is, their careleſneũe to p20» Amos 5.5. 
nide foz their ſoules, ſo they ſhift foz Ro. 12.75. 


their bodies, noz to litle, which ap- 7/37. 
peareth when they fozget miſerable 
Jeruſalem, and giue themſelues fo 
pleaſure, Out of their Loue, they are 

to mourne with, and pꝛay fo2 their di⸗ 

ſtreſſed bzeth2en, as if they themſelnes Heb. 13.3. 
were in their caſe : they are to be no 

lelle liberall in releaing their afflicted 2 Cor. 8. 


neighbours / then they ſhould be,by02- 7* - 


der from authozity 02 otherwiſe , if 
they were reſident, and they are to 
haue a ſpeciall care, that their ſeruants . rim. 5. 
whom they leaue behind, may be well 


ident, pet they muſt not vſe their li⸗ 1 Pet. a. 16. 


74 Aer Dialogue concerning 
gouerned while they be in health, and 
well pꝛouided foz , ifthey fall cke. At 
they flie, not reſpecting theſe, oz like 
cautions,02 god conſiderations,]32eas 
chers (as vou ſap) repꝛoue them inftly, 
Otherwiſe J dare ſay they do not. 

Prof. Indeed your cautions make 
me remember, that they ſpeake much 
what to that purpoſe , But Sir, I cannot 
let you paſſe without ſaying ſome what 
to that place, concerning Hiding our 
ſelues from the plague: and the rather be- 
cauſe ſome excuſe theit not comming to 
Church thereby. Therefore I eftſoones 
craue your iudgemet touching the ſame, 


Preach. Will you let nothing paſſe? 
Cell. That J may incourage vou to 
ſekereſolution, and not (as many do) 
build opinions vpon ſo vaine imagina⸗ 
tions, I am, and will be willing to ſa⸗ 
tiſſy you as J map. Che truth is, man 
abuſe that place to inftifie their ino2- 
dinate feare, taking hold dt the woꝛds 
Plague and Hide. Amongſt other, they 
who will not come to Church becauſe 
ofthe Plague: of whom J would de⸗ 


maund theſe queſtions: Whether they 
thinke 


the Playnes infection. T5 
thinke that becauſe of the. Plague, 
the Lozds day ſhould, by warrant of 
Gods wo2d, ceale to be ſancified by 
an holy aſſembly ? Jf not, but that ra⸗ 
ther ſpectall dayes of publike humilia⸗ 
tion and pꝛaper, are to be oꝛdained and 
kept, during the viſitation : then 


what diſpenſation haue they to be a⸗ 


way from holy aſſemblies, moze then 
other? Againe, if the pꝛomiſe ol pꝛote⸗ 
&ion belong to ſuch , as frequent holy 
aſſemblies in time ot this viſitation,as 
to thoſe that truſt in God and walke in 
their wayes : and if God can ſtrike 
them with the Plague,as well tarping 
at home, as comming to Church, what 
griefe will it be to their conſcience (il 
God do ftrike them) to conſider that 
they haue failed in faith, koꝛſaken their 
wayes, and are found in their ſinne ? 

Touching the place, whereunto pon 
would haue me ſay ſomewhat, thus J 
vnderffand it. The wozd Plague doth 
fianifie a ſtripe, oꝛ ſtroke, and therefoꝛe 
not onely the Peſtilence, but every pu⸗ 


nichment fo2 finne is meant thereby. Chro 23. 
Hiding is put foz Preſeruing, ag Ioaſh 11. 
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was, dy hiding pꝛeſerued from mur⸗ 
ther, But it is to be conſidered, from 
what a pzudent man hideth 82 pꝛeſer⸗ 
ueth hunlelfe. In a Plague two 
things are to be auoided. The w2ath 
of God, and the puniſhment it ſelfe. 
That men may take herd of ino2dinate 
feare, tet them know that a paudent 
man hideth not himſelfe, oz obtaineth 
pꝛeſeruation from the fozmer, others 
wile then by Pꝛaper and Faſting, 
Faith and Repentance . Foz we can- 


not hide our ſelues from God, who is 


infinite, but by God himſelfe.That is: 
as the woman appealed from King 
Philip ſlæping, to Bing Philip awake- 
ned, (0 a pꝛudent man hideth himſelfe 
from Gods w2ath , vader Gods mer- 


21, cp, which is as great as himſelfe. Ag 


we may learne by theſe ſayings of Da- 
uid; In the time of trouble the Lord 


{hall hide me in his Tabernacle . And: 
How. excellent is thy mercy, 6 God, 
therefare the children of men truſtynder 
the ſhadow of thy wings. As the pꝛu⸗ 
dent man hideth himſelfe from the pu . 


niſhment it ſelfe, he vſeth, and may vſe 
lawful! 


may vſe lawfull meanes of pꝛelerua⸗ 
tion as well from the Peftilence, as 
from other leffe Plagues, oz ſtrokes of 
Gods anger: x by tonſequence, if ſyun⸗ 
ning infection be a mean to pꝛeterue, as 


being within danger is a meane to in⸗ 


fect, then a pzudent man may ſlie out of 
the City infected , into the country not 
. infected: pꝛouided his refivencebe not 
neteſſarp, and he obferue cautions cons 


nenient, as J ſayd befoze. This is p. 73. 


mine opinion touching flymg into the 
countrey foz feare of Intemion, and 
that place concerning hing dur 
ſelues from the Plague. How let me 
heare pour laſt obiection, if you re 
member no moe. 

Profeſſ. I haue troubled you ſo long, 
that I crow ic is high time to come our 
with my laſt obiection, and yer(Irell you) 
it is deemed none of the leaſt : for it fee- 
meth to be againſt all reaſon , that the 
Plague ſhould be infectiue, ſeeing it is 
ſpoken of in the Scriptures ſo oſten, and 
yet in no place is ſaid to be infectiue. 
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Preach. Pawloener that ſeemeth, J 
am ſure this is againſt all reaſon, to 
make the Bible a boke of phiſicke:o2 to 
conclude thus, the Scriptures do not in 
any plate ſay that p plague is inſectine, 
therfoze it is not infediue. At map be as 
well concluded thus: the Scriptures do 
not in any place ſay that the French diſ⸗ 
eaſe commeth by whoꝛedom, therefoze 
it commeth not by whozedome, and by 
conſequence whoꝛedom is not to be fea⸗ 
red foz that cauſe. obſerue with griefe 
the humour of moſt to be this, if they 
haue a mind to any ſinfull pleaſure, vn⸗ 
lawful pꝛoſit, oꝛ erronious opinion, the 
they ſtoutly demaund: That erp2eſſe 
Scripture haue pou againſt it? Contra⸗ 
riwiſe, if they haue no mind fo any holy 
duty, then they muff know where ſcrip⸗ 
ture doth expꝛeſſy commaund it. But 
neighboꝛ, tei me, do pou not thinke that 
baptizing of infants is lawfull, ſith it 
may be iuſtiſied by ſound concluſions 
from the wozd, though in all the new 
CLeſtament, there is neither pzecept fo2, 
noꝛ example of baptizing infants ? 
Pref. No doubt of it. But can you my 

Le 
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the Plagnes i 
the plague to be infectiue — concluſions? r 
If you can, for Gods ſake let me heare ] 
ſome, & then I wil beleeve,through Gods | 
grace, and informe others as wel as I can. 

Preach. What ned you be ſo earneſt 

koꝛ pꝛot᷑ out ofthe ſcripture, ſith I gaue 
you befoze an argument out of the 91. Pag. 46, 
Pialm, which may be ſufficient to pꝛaue 
a point, wherein the ſcriptures ſemets 
be ſo filenf . But that J may giue pou 
contentment (if can)at our parting, J 
will ew you ſome other Scriptures 
which ſpeake to this purpoſe. In the 14. 
of Ezechiel, verſe 21. God nameth foure 1 
pꝛincipall iudgements appointed to de⸗ 3 
ſtrop, viz. the ſwozd, famine, noiſome 
beaſts, and peſtilence: where note, that 
(without queſtion) th:& of them be fit 
means in their nature to deſtroy many: 1 
why not ð peſtilence? Conſider farther, f 
that God doth not thꝛeaten to deſtrop 1 
by dogs, duls o2 ſuch like creatures; but i: 
by noiſom beaſts, ſuch as ſhould deffroy 5 
not to ſatiſfie hunger, but to make ha⸗ 11 
nocke:as may appeare by Þ deſtruction ; 
of th: and fo2ty child2en,only by two Kn ; 
Beares:ſo in that God doth not kill by 7 
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80 A ſhort Dialogue concerning 


the burning ague, conſumption, oz am 
other diſeaſe, when he meaneth to de- 
fkroy many,but by the peſfilence(which 
alſo is called e iſome in Þ 91. Plalme, 
verſe. 3.) it is to be gathered, that the 
Peſtilonce is a deſtroper by infection; 
and the rather, becauſe God ſaith in the 
26. ot Leuiticus, verſe 25. M hen ye are ga- 
thered in your cities to eſcape the 04 wal 
fend the Peſtilence amongeſt you . Why 
fhould the Peſtilence be moꝛe noiſome 
when people are th2ult together, then 
when they be ſeuered, but that it is cõ⸗ 
tagidus:Laſtly, in p 24. of the Aas, ver. 
5. Paul is called a Peſtilent fellow , oz 
(acco2ding to y oꝛiginall) Peſtilence it 
ſelfe. And why ? Becauſe as the eſti⸗ 
lente is contagious , ſo was he acculed 
to be by fedition and hereſie. Doth it 
nat now appeare vnto youby the lcrip- 
tures, that the plague is contagrous ? 
Profeſſ. It doth, I confeſſe it freely, and 
thanke God that I had the grace to come 
to you for reſolution, beſeeching his hear 
uenly Maieſtie for Chriſt his ſake, not to 
charge me with that bloud wherof Imay 
be guiltie, by incouraging my ſelfe and 


other, 


; the Plagues infection. 81 
other, vnneceſſarily to runne into danger, 
in maintaining that bloudy errour,as you 
rightly call the denying of the plagues 
inteRion: which error I wil neuer defend 
againe whiles I live, but will hereafter(by 
Gods grace) take heed, as well of headie 
preſumption, as inordinate feare. —=_ 

Preach. J alſs thanke God with yon, 
in the name of Chziſt, fo2 this bleſſing 
of our conference: but neighboꝛ, I muſt 
put you in mind, and charge you with 
your pꝛomiſe, to infozme others. Fo2 if 
may be that people, howſoeuer (foz the 
moſt part)they learne cozrupt opinions 
one from another, ſoner then ſound do⸗ 
ctrine from the godly and learned ini⸗ 
ters, vet they may conceiue this truth 
better by your familiar talking with 
them, then by my maner of teaching. 
As childzen learne ſoner to ſpeake by 
pꝛatling one with another, then by 
hearing the diſcourſes of their parents. 
Therefoze as Chꝛiſt ſaid to Peter, her 
thou art comterted ſtrengthen thy brethren: 
fo J eftſwnes require you,that being re- 
Fo2med in judgement your ſelf,you wil 
Wiſely and zealouſly * to retoʒm 


Luk 22.32. 
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$2 Abort Dialogue concerning 
the iud gement ok other in an erroꝛ of ſo 
great danger. And withal J deſire pou, 
that if you met with any argument a⸗ 
gainſt the plagues inkection, oꝛ fo2 vn⸗ 
re trained repaire to the infected, that is 
woꝛth the anſwering, let me know it, 
and J pꝛomiſe pou either humbly to 
pteld to p truth, oꝛ clearely fo anſwer it 
when God ſhal be pleaſed that we mat - 
againe. In the meane while let vs pꝛay 
that God would ſanctifie this grieuous 
viſitation both to Pzince and people, 
that thereby the King(whom God p2e- 
i ſerue from all contagion both bodily 
1 and ghoſtly) ſceing ſo many thouſands 
of his people dying weekely,and that in 
his royall Citie , and beginning of his 
raigne, may be occaſioned to take hede 
that he leaue not his firſt loue, decline 
not from his p2ofefſed ſinceritie, and be 
not dzawne away from his owne ſted⸗ 
faſtnes, but rather to vow refoꝛmation 
of whatſoeuer maybe found by diligent. 
inquirie, to be offenfiue in the Church 
and common-wealth,and that thereby 
the people may be ſtirred vp out ofa 
true faith to ſ&ke the Lozd , _ _= 
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the Plagwes infectian. 83 
trition ot hart, confeſſion of mouth, and 
amendment of life, that ſo he may be 
found in due time to heale the ſoꝛes of 
his people, and to reſtoꝛe health and 
wealth to Jſrael. All which God grant 
fo2 Chꝛiſt his ſonnes ſake, in whom he 
hath pꝛoleſſed himſelfe to be well plea- 1, ,_ 
led, as being the Pediatoyrof the new Hieb za 
couenant; whereby he bindeth himſelfe 
not to take his merties from vs, though 2.Sam.7. 
he chaſten vs with the rods of men, 77 

To whom (fo2 this time and euer) 
J commend pcu and all 
our neigbonrs, 


Farewell. 
Fault: eſcaped. —_—_ 
P's; 2. liu i a. reade deceaſed for diſeaſed. pag. 4 1 
16. lin. 15 reade reſiſt for correct. pag. 29. lin. 13. . : x 
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margent Pag 23. pag. 3 c. lin. a4. reade ſtronger for * 
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